USSR  Baptii 
visit  is  maiT( 


By  TIk  NkMM 
Maoy  Americans  think  of  OoM 
in  Russia  as  being  persecuM 
group  of  those  Russian  Chrllf 
came  to  Mississipp  this  past  veil 

were ...  persecuted.  I 

Three  Russian  Baptist  leadara 
tm  interpreter  for  one  who  speail 
Engl  Ui,  were  In  Mississippi  this  1 
to  visit  and  speak  to  Baptist  groH 
the  state. 

Ihey  were  met  at  the  atfpoK 
group  at  protesters  who  uere  D 
Carl  Mclntirci  SYfundaihenl 
preacher  bom  NewOersey.  Uet| 
who  held  a  press  conference  pcM 
the  Russians’  arrival,  called  ! 
agents  of  the  Soviet  governm 
lifclntire  claimed  that  the  leadM 
not  Ctiristians  and  are  in  the  couiB 
continue  the  Soviet  “offensl 
against  Ranald  Reagan. 

The  Russian  leaders  are  in  the 
(Cootinaed  on  page  2) 
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New^BC  officers 

New  officers  of  the  Missiseippi  Baptist  Convention  are.  from  left,  Paul  Harwood, 
pastor  of  College  Hill  Heights  B^ist  Church,  Oxford,  assistant  recording  secretaiy; 
Clark  Henalay,  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Christian  Action  Commisaion, 
recording  aecretaiy;  James  Yates,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  City,  pcasi- 
dant;  Bill  Hardy,  minister  of  education  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Cokjtttbus.  second 
vice  presldant;  and  Ed  McDaniel,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Greenwood,  first 
vice  prsaldent. 


Wester  presides  at  convention 

Brooks  Wester  presides  over  a  aeaaion  of  the  1961  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  With  the  highest  recorded  number  of 
messengers,  1 ,466,  many  noted  a  higher  attendance  In  general.  This  year’s  convention  was  one  session  shorter  than  in  previous 
years  and  began  a  day  earlier. 


Wester  cuts  short  term; 
Yates  elected  successor 


In  1960  at  the  convention,  measen- 
read'at  the  1980  Convention  as  the  don-  gers  voted  to  merge  financially- 

troubled  aarke  College  witti  Minla- 
lippi  CoOege.  At  thia  yew's  convention 
during  flte'EStieMah  chflMtoiltan  ho- 
port,  Misaiaaippi  College  Prealdent 
Lewis  Nobles  explained  teat  the  "final 
documents  have  not  yet  been  con¬ 
summated.” 

_ _ _  Nobles  said  that  the  administratlan 

toe  county  wherein  elected,  not  the  as-  of  the  college  is  dealing  with  the  South- 
sociation.  emAsaociation  which  accredits  junior 

and  senior  colleges  to  help  delmnine 
the  best  courses  of  action. 

However,  be  said,  since  August  1 


By  Tim  NkteMas  budget  of  »1S.9  million  (see  separate  com[deM  tto  year.  vm  first 

For  tee  first  tone  since  1907,  a  Mb-  story),  completed  adoption  of  several 
.i«ippi  Baptist  Omvention  presideff  constituUonal  changes.  Messengers  stitutian  mandates, 
iteimed  town  after  oriy  one  term  ii  also  adopted  five  rewilutions :  promot-  Meaamgprs  changed  tea  eompoei- 

mgpea^aktnkeHorts,spetolngtot  towM^JBaibalppiJtop^C^ 
During  the  first  session  of  the  cm-  against  pomogwhy,  favoring  a  more  ^ 

vention,  meeting  at  First  Baptist  positive  portrayal  of  morality  on  tele- 
Church,  Jackson,  Nov.  9-11,  President  vision,  encouraging  involvement  in 
Brooks  Wester,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  jail  ministries,  and  in  appreciation  of 
Cteurch,  Hattiesburg,  announced  in  an  convention  planners  and  hoste  (see 
aside  from  his  pre^oitial  address  separate  staTr.). 
that  he  would  not  allow  his  name  to  be  The  first  v^P’e^ent  of  the^on- 

subfflitted  for  re-election  as  presided. 

Wester  cited  a|1.2  niillion  expanshn 
program  at  his  diurch  arxl  the  makag 
of  plans  for  the  Hattiesburg  diurcb’s 
centennial  as  reasons  for  ctouiriog. 

"Any  time  I  take  away  from  there 
would  diminish  the  leadership  1  need 
to  give  that  loving,  supportive  congie- 
gaticHi,”  be  later  told  the  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord. 

Wester  said  to  the  messengers  that 
he  suggests  that  convention  limit  all 
presidoitB  to  just  one  year. 

The  convention,  which  numbered 
1,464  registered  messenger  form  the 
nearly  2,000  participating  churchts, 
electto  Westw’s  successor  the  next 
morning  during  the  convention. 


Mississippi  Baptists  adopted  their 
largest  budget  of  all  time  for  missions 
causes  when  they  approved  a  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  ^al  of  $13,920,500  for 
1962. 

Againf  as  was  the  case  in  1960  and 


vention  is  Ed  McDaniel,  pastor  of  First  The  other  constitutional  change  m- 

Baptist  Church  Greenwood.  Me-  volves  the  printing  of  the  convention 
Daniel  is  the  1961  second  vice  presi-  annual.  The  change  allows  deletion  ol 
dentof tbeMBC. He wasuntil  thispast  die  directories  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
year,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  pastors,  ministers  of  music,  touca- 
Durant  for  eightyears.  He  was  elected  ‘ 

by  acclamation. 

Bill  Hardy,  minister  of  education  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Columbus,  was 
elected  second  vice  president  Hardy, 
a  fonner  duurman  of  the  Southeni 
Baptist  Convention’s  Brotherhood 
Commission,  is  a  former  minister  of 
education  at  First  Baptist- Church, 

Kosciusko  and  Woodland  Hills  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson. 

Hardy  defeated  another  nominee, 

— . _ _  JamesSpencer^pastorof  FirstBaptist 

James  Yates,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,Morton,bytwovote8inballot- 
(hurch,  Yazoo  aty,  was  elected  ixes-  ing. 

Ident.  Yates  served  teis  post  year  as  Recording  secretary  Carey  Cox 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  stepped  down  from  service  at  the 
Convention  Board,  he  chaired  the  beginning  of  the  convention  citing  eye 
order  business  conomittee  which  put  problems  and  Clark  Hensley  was  PIm. 
tile  convention  luogram  together,  and  elected  to  replace  him.  Hensley  retim  Tin 
he  preached  the  annual  sermon  in  1982  as  executive  director  of  the  m  in 
(printed  in  this  week’s  issue).  ThU  b  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  «f« 

Yates’2latyearasDastorof tbeYaioo  Commission.  _  yide 


1981,  once  the  $18.9  million  figure  is  sissippi  College,  answered  that  the 
passed,  all  funds  would  be  allocated  to  vote  was  in  1972  when  the  possibility 
the  Mi^ssippi  College  School  of  Law  was  noted  in  the  Mississippi  Ocdlege 
to  a  maximum  Of  $2M,(I00.  Any  funds  portion  of  the  Christian  Education 
received  beyond  that  figure  would  Oimmission  report  in  the  Book  of  Re- 
thoi  be  divided  34  percent  to  Southern  ports. 

Baptist  Convention  causes,  33  percent  In  answering  further  how  the  money 

to Centi-MHilb  Baptist Retreai  and 33  from  the  $250,000  advance  fund  is 

percent  to  Christian  education.  spent.  Nobles  said  it  is  used  in  fimding 

The  re^ar  budget  ($13.9  million)  is  the  general  operational  coste  of  the 
divided  with  $3,907,732  going  to  institu-  law  school, 
tions  and  agencies,  35,^,796  going  to  The  amendment  was  defeated,  and 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  the  budget  passed  without  a  dissenting 
programs  and  administration,  and 
$4,787,970  going  to  Southern  Baptist 
Oinventton  causes.  The  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  portion  is  34  percent  of 
the  budget.  This  is  one4ialf  of  one  per¬ 
cent  more  In  percentage  going  to  SBC 
causes  than  in  1980  and  continues  an 
increase  of  one-half  of  one  percent 
per  year  mitiated  in  1974. 

The  1962  budget  was  printed  in  the 
issue  of  Sept  3. 

During  the  presentation  of  the 
budget,  Jerry  Guess,  pastor  of  Self 
Creek  Baptist  Church  in  Oktibbeha 
Association,  objected  to  the  inclusion 
of  a  $250,000  advance  section  of  the 
budget  slated  for  the  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  Siteool  of  Law.  This  fund  Is  not  to 
be  available  until  the  basic  budget  is 
met.  Guess  moved  an  amendment  that 
would  have  elhnhiated  the  $250,000  ad¬ 
vance  figure  and  put  all  Income  over 
the  basic  budget  on  a  formula  of  34 
percent  to  Soutiiem  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  causes,  33  percent  to  Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat,  and  33  percent  for 
Christian  education. 

The  question  was  raised  of  whether 
the  money  (^50,000)  would  go  to  com¬ 
plete  a  buHding  or  to  pay  tuition  for  law 
school  studenlB.  Joe  Tuten,  pastor  of 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  and 
chairman  of  the  Christian  Education 
Commissioa,  cited  the  need  for  full  ac¬ 
creditation  for  the  law  adiool.  It  has 
achieved  provisional  accreditation. 


Board  adopts  investment 


Convention  sermon 


a  church  priority 


tist  Convention  of  1930  declared  that "...  we 
regard  with  aacred  Importance  the  primary 
place  of  Evangelism  in  the  New  Testament. 

If  we  would  follow  the  New  Testament,  we 
must  ever  (^ve  the  soul-winning  propagation 
of  the  Gospel  first  place  in  all  our  Baptist  en¬ 
terprises  and  work. 

We  are  well  aasured  that  any  lapse  in  our 
efforts  in  this  direction  cannot  do  less  than 
lead  to  failure  in  all  else  what  we  attempt  to 

do.” 

Even  our  critics  recognize  teat  the  secret  of 
our  growth  has  been  our  strong  emphasis  on 
evangelism,  whether  through  mass  meetings 
or  personal  one-onone  witnessing.  And  some 
exciting  things  are  happening.  Until  in  recent 
years  it  was  unheard  of  for  a  church  to  baptize 

a  thousand  people  in  one  year,  but  now  notonly 

do  we  hear  ^  one  church  doing  it,  but  a  number 
of  churches.  So,  we  are  good  at  making  con¬ 
verts,  hut  the  disturbing  question  arises  as  to 
just  how  good  are  we  in  making  disciples. 

Barry  St.  CJalr  has  made  the  point  ^t  “it  la 

significant  Jesus  said,  ‘Make  disciples*  In- 
(Continued  on  page  2l 


By  James  Yat^ 

pastor.  First,  Yasoe  Cf^ 
Liikel4;2S43 


We  have  neglected  the  cen¬ 
tral  mission  of  thfe  church, 
which  is  to  make  disciples,  in 
favor  of  the  easier  and  less  dis¬ 
turbing  task  of  just  accepting 
people  as  they  are. 
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Home  missionary  granted 
official  recognition  at  UN 


NEW  VC«K  (BP)-Elias  Goidoka, 
Home  Mission  Board  missionary  to  the 
UnitedNatiaiis,  recendy  was  awarded 
official  U.N.  recoffution  as  minister- 
dinctar  of  Christian  ministries  to  the 
United  Nations  community,  including 
permanent  and  unlimited  access  to  all 
UJI.  {acuities,  meetiiigs  and  person- 
nd. 

:Colonka,  who  was  appointed  by  the 
HMR  in  1874,  extends  a  Soulherq  Bap¬ 
tist  witness  to  6,580  UJl.  woricers,  in- 
diaUng  ambassadors  from  126  ooun-  ( 
trtes. 

:.Tbe  U.N.’s  recognition  is  “the  [ 
breakthrough  we  have  been  earnestly  i 
prnying{or,”Galonkasaid.Duringthe  a 
past  seven  years,  he  has  established 
niany  contacts  at  the  U.N.,  bid  bis 
work  has  been  hampered  by  his  lack  of 
awGOSs  to  U  Jf.  offi^,  be  explained. 

In  additiaa  to  the  official  status  ac¬ 
corded  him,  Golonka  also  received 
pennission  to  incorporate  the  United 
Nathios  symbol  in  Ms  ministry  logo— 
“a  rare  ^vUege,”  according  to  the 
PcdMi-bom  mintonary. 

'ttMe  gaining  entry  to  tbe  UJf., 
Gdlo^hases^lisbedscripturediB- 
tHbudon  points  where  Bibles  in  86  lan¬ 
guages  are  given  to  U.N.  wwkcics,  in¬ 
cluding  representatives  of  cdthiiamist 
cOttntries.  He  is  organizing  the  United 
Nations  Baptist  FeUowship  for  all  • 
Baqptists  working  at  the  UJI. 

Recently,  be  Iincfaed  with  a  Soviet 
aifailniatrwtor,  with  whom  be  shared  a 
Niis^ti  ,  New  Testament  and 
ahswQ'ed  qpestiaos  about  Christiaiu- 

tj',' 

Golonka  also  ministers  to  UJl.  fam- 
Ujr  members,  such  as  tbe  elderly, 
^anisb-speaking  mother  of  aVenezu- 
lesn  worfcW.  Thrwgfa  New  York  City ’s 
ft^mish-speaking  churches,  he  ar- 
ruged  a  Companion  for  the  woman. 
IfFhas  also  placed  a  BrazUian  secret- 
cousin  in  English  classes  at  Met- 
lopolitan  New  York  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion. 

“There  is  tremendous  need  for  Eng¬ 
lish  classes,”  Golonka  noted,  adding 
that  the  location  of  his  office  %  blocks 
from  tbe  UiN.  mafces  it  difficult  to 
schedule  activities  with  UJl.  person¬ 
nel:: 

dfA  Sotoet  diplomat  told  me  he  knew 
of  Ml  Russian  wives  who  would  come  to 
EwgIMt  classes  V  we  could  hoM  them 
near  the  ’UJf  .,"  Geionka  said.  “We 
ceaM' klso  sponsor  Bible  studies  in  25 
languages  if- we  had*doser  office 

•IM'-Htene  Mission  Bsard  and  New 
YMr-Gsnrebtten'are  eoosideriiig  the 
pMsU>illty  of  providing  him  with  iuhir: ' 

Bs-Ugh  luiiBasiflkteiieai  tin.  ■ 
fonka  added. 

ent  highlight  of  G^enka’s 
was  an  ambassador’s  dinner 
rew  305  diplomats  from  42  . 
t.  The  choir  of  First  Baptist 
DaUas,  Texas,  performed,  ii^ 
(paling  membm  of  the  church's  de^ 
choir,  in  honor  of  the  International 
Iwu*  of  tbe  Disabled, 
iiolanka’s  status  means  “we  have 
eimed  tbe  respect  and  trust  of  U.N. 
o^Bcials  who  see  a  need  Itr  a  spiritual 
d^ension  to  their  work  here,’’ 
GUanka  said.  He  knows  of  no  other  re- 

(puts  short 

• 

'  (Continued  Grom  page  1) 
with  Ray  Robbins  and  other  professors 
ijteling  for  both  credit  and  non-credit 
shifts  will  begia 
nTie  Education  Commission  also 
nAted  that  Ralph  Noonkester  was 
celebrating  his  Sth  year  as  president 
<4  William  Carey  College.  He  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  plaque  in  sppreciati^ 

^n  his  rep^.  Education  Commis- 
^n  Chairman  Joe  Tuten  noted  that 
t(s  Baptist  colleges  of  Mississippi 
have  an  esxiowment  totaling  only  16 
i^ioa  He  compared  that  to  the  en¬ 
dowment  of  Baylor  University  of  860 
njilUon.  Tuten  called  for  an  increase  in 
eAdowment  funds  for  Mississippi  Bap- 
tikt  collegea  to  820  million  by  1880. 

I  The  1882  convention  will  be  held  at 
j|Kkaon’s  First  Baptist  CSnueh,  Nov. 
BIO,  with  Jim  Keith,  Gulfport,  preach¬ 
ing  the  annual  sermon  and  Alien 
Webb,  Paacagoula,  aUemate. 


Budget  rises 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
C^Hition  Board,  replied  that  Geor¬ 
gia  uses  a  different  formula  in  arriving 
atthe  50-50  figure  and  that  aome  states 
with  higher  percentages  for  the  SBC 
ai«  able  to  make  tbe  funds  available 
bdeauae  they  are  not  involved  in  Oiris- 
tlgn  education.  He  pointed  out  that 
mtet  missionaries  come  from  Baptist 
colleges.  He  declared  that  by  using  a 
formula  such  as  is  used  in  Georgia, 
Mlasiasippi’s  SBC  percentage  w^d 
b«S3. 

jCelly  noted  that  when  he  became 
cMcutive  secretary  the  state  em- 
birked  on  a  program  to  raise  the 
Cooperative  Program  gifts  to  SBC 
csiises  by  one-half  of  one  percent  per 
y«*r,  and  the  program  is  on  schedule. 

^liie  total  SBC  program 
wiiat  we  do  here  In  Mississippi,’'  he 
ssjd.  “Don’t  tie  the  hands  of  the  budget 
colnmlttee  on  something  that  is  tm- 
ptttible  until  the  churches  bi#n  to  do 
the  poasible.”  He  had  pointed  out  that 
tbb  average  Cooperative  Program 
from  churches  are  leas  thair  ID 
peiCMt  of  the  tocome. 


lildous  g]^p  or  denomination  ac¬ 
corded  his  unique  stasding  at  presort. 
“Tliis  is  a  wideopen  door  for  South¬ 


ern  B^>tista,’’  be  streesad.  “The  Un¬ 
ited  NaUana  is  one  of  the  most 
strategic  mission  fields  in  tbe  world.’’ 


Baptist  Memorial  may 
lease  in  Booneville 


Bsqrtist  Memorial  HosfMtal  in  Mem¬ 
phis  has  taken  an  option  to  lease  a  136- 

bed  hospital  at  Booneville,  Miss:, 
pending  completion  of  technical 
studies,  Joseph  H.  Powell,  president, 
said  Wednesday. 

(^tion  and  lease  agrwments  bet¬ 
ween  Northeast  Mississippi  Hospital 
and  Baptist  Memorial  were  signed  in 
Booneville  by  Paul  Flurry,  diairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  Northeast, 
and  Roger  N.  Stnible,  vice  presidMit 
and  head  M  corporate  services  at  Bap¬ 
tist 

The  May  or  and  board  of  aldermen  (H 
the  City  of  Booneville  and  the  Prentiss 
Oxoity  board  of  supervisors,.4)wners 
(rt  the  31-year-oId  hostel,  approved 
the  agreement 

Stnible  said  tbe  studtea  to  determine 
tbe  future  of  ca|rttal  needs  of  tile  hospi¬ 
tal  shoidd  be  comjdeted  by  December 
31. 

At  that  time.  Baptist  mil  decide 
wfaetiier  to  exercise  ite  option  to  lease 
the  facility  for  25  years,  tbe  bo8|HtaI 
executive  said. 

During  the  interim,  the  affUiaUon 
agreementcalls  for  Baptist  to  provide 
an  administrator  to  coordinate  efforts 
of  the  feasibility  study  team.  Stnible 
said  John  Tompkins,  currently  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  corporate  staff 
and  a  former  administrator  of  North¬ 
east,  will  assume  this  respoosibiliW. 

Baptist  became  involv^  with  the 
Booneville  hospital  when  Northeast’s 
trustees  asked  Baptist  to  provide  a 
team  of  specialists  to  survey  tbe  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  institution.  Tbe  nine- 

member  team  examined  such  areas  as 
current  systems,  financial  operations, 
physical  plant,  materials  manage¬ 


ment  and  purchasing,  human  re¬ 
sources,  nursing,  ancitlary  depart¬ 
ments  aiid  policies  and  procedure. 

Tbe  survey  also  included  interviews 
with  key  members  (rt  tbe  hospital’s 
administrative  group,  hospital  board, 
medical  staff,  departuMUt  managers, 
and  otho'  ho^tal  anployees. 

Tbe  findings  on  the-physical  plant 
revealed  sizable  expenditures  would 
be  necessary  to  attract  new  physicians 

and  additional  patients. 

“Tbere  are  othtf  significant  prob¬ 
lem  areas. . . .  They  relate  primarily 

to  tbe  industry-wide  problem  of  cap  tal 
formatien.  TMs  problem  is  especially 
acute  with  Northeast  becaifse  the 
facility  is  in  dire  need  of  rmovation,’’ 
the  study  said. 

The  Board  of  Northeast  fdt  the  af¬ 
filiation  agreement  with  Baptist  was 
tbe  best  approach  to  solving  their 
problems,  Sbiible  said. 

The  Booneville  hospital,  pMut  100 
miles  southeast  of  Memphis,  is  the 
fourth  hospital  to  affiliate  witii  Baptist 
in  18  months. 

Snee  July,  1900,  Baptist  has  leased  a 

64bed  bo^ital  in  Ri{dey,  Term,  and  a 
fbbed  hospital  in  Corning,  Ark.  qnd 
purchased  a  70-bed  hospital  at 
Covington,  Term. 

Baptist  has  a  l,50IM>e<i  facility  in 
Memphis’  medical  center,  a  417-bed 
unit  in  Bast  Memphis,  and  a  ISObed 
rehabilitation  unit 
The  89-year-old  ho^tal  complex, 
largest  non-profit  heaitti  care  institq- 
tion  in  tbe  United  States,  is  owned  bw 
Soutbem  Baptists  in  Mississipfu,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Tennessee. 


USSR  Baptists’ 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
led  States  for  a  meeting  of  the  execu- 
Ive  committee  of  the  Baptist  World 
kUiance  Nov.  22-24,  and.  they  were  in 
HississqqH  at  the  invitatian  of  Yazoo 
City  Baptirtleader  Owen  Cooper  (who 
•ras  in  India  during  their  visit  bm). 

The  four  Russians,  separately  and 
together,  visited  and  spoke  in  Alta 
Woods  Biq>tist  Oiurch,  Jackson;  First 
Church,  Hattiesburg;  the  Hinds- 
Madison  and  Rankin  ministers;  tbe 
staff  of  tbe  Mimissippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board;  an  associational  mass 
.  meeting  in  l«akesville;  to  students 
and  faculty  at  Missiasipm  College; 
First  Church,  StarkviUe;  Parkway 
Cbiirch,  Jackson;  First  Oiurrii,  Yazoo 
City;  First  Church,  Tupelo;  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Jackson;  and  First 
Church,  CantoiL 

The  protesters  also  mowed  up  at  a 
catfish  bouse  near  Jackson  where  the 
Russians  were  to  be  treated  to  a  Mis¬ 
sissippi  supper,  so,  the  group  and-tbeir 
hosts  bought  “carry-out”  suppers  and 
ate  at  (^  home  of  Bari  Kelly,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  Mississip(H  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board. 

And  though  Mclntire  said  he’d  fol¬ 
low  tbe  group  wherever  they  went, 
jH'otesters  only  mowed  up  wifii  their 
signs,  as  far  as  was  r^fxurted  to  the 
'  Baptiit  Record,  at  Parkway  B^tist 
Chmeh.  They  were  orderiyaMcaused 
DO  commotion. 

Tbe  Russians:  Michael  Zhidkov, 
Alexi  Bichkov,  Jakov  Doukboncheidco, 
and  Eugene  Rouzski,  spoke  in  the 
cburcbes  and  in  sevei^,  opmed  the 
meeting  up  to  questions.  No  question 
was  refreed  an  answer.  Tbe  Russimis 
explained  their  ways  of  doing  things 
and  how  they  hope  to  win  tbe  Soviet 
Union  to  Christ 

Some  ol  their  commentary  (as  well 
as  their  opinion  of  Mclntire)  from 
these  question  and  answer  periods  will 
be  in  next  week’s  issue  of  tbe  Baptist 
Record. 

A  current  joke  in  communistoiUed 
Poland  tells  of  a  customer  who  entered 
"a  cafe  and  asked  for  a  cup  of  tea. 

“Chinese  or  Russian?”  tbe  waiter 
asks. 

(hstomer:  “I  don’t  want  to-get  in¬ 
volved  in  politics.  Give  me  a  cup  of 
cocoa.” 


“Mississippi  Partners’ 
will  need  craftsmen 


Two  craftsmen  are  needed  in  tbe 
volunteer  program  of  Mississippi 
Partners  with  tbe  Rio  de  la  Plata.  One 
is  a  watchmaker  and  ttie  other  is  a 
televiskm  service  teachw.  There  is  no 

date  specified  for  tbe  arrival  of  citfaer. 

Both  of  these  request*  come  from 
CaiDMlo,  aeity  mout220miles  west  of 
Montevideo,  Uruguay.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ray  Shelton  are  tbe  missionaries 
there;  and  it  is  the  ci^  where  Maurice 
Flowers,  director  of  missions  for 
Jones  Association,  recently  conducted 
lay  witnessing  training. 

The  request  is  for  both  craftsmen  to 
go  to  Carmelo  to  teach  a  coarse  in  re¬ 
pair  work.  Each  should  go  prepared  to 
stay  until  he  could  comjdete  the  course 
(rt  instruction.  Shribm  will  take  care  of 
arrangements  for  food  and  bousing 
once  toe  vdunteers  reach  the  field. 

Otha*  requests  active  in  Paraguay, 
Uruguay,  or  Argentina  are  list^ 
low. 

Additional  Infwmation 

Any  additional  information  concern¬ 
ing  any.  of  tbe  projects  listed  may  be 
obtained  from  the  office  of  tbe  Coor¬ 
dinator,  Mission  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
Baptist  Building,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
Miss.  39205.  Phone,  (001)  96A6822. 

Type  of  Work — Location 
When  Needed — Number  of 

people  needed: 

Argentina 

BnekU^ing;  South  Buenos  Aires; 
October;  12  to  15. 

-  Bricklaying;  Cruz  del  Eje;  October; 
8  to  10. 

Bricklaying;  Olavarria;  October;  6 
to  8. 

Teaching  children;  Olavarria;  Oc¬ 
tober;  5  to  6. 

Music;  (hacabuco;  October;  10  to 
15.„._ 

Preaching  and  music;  West  Bu«k>s 
Aires;  through  November;  2  to  3. 

PreMhlng,  personal  work,  mason¬ 
ry,  plumbing,  repairs;  Mendoza; 
throu^  November;  10. 

Install  acoustical  ceilings  and  air 


oooditiooers;  Buenos  Afres;  March; 
as  many  as  necessary. 

Missionary  children’s  program; 
Buenos  Aires;  October,  1902;  5. 

Mission  meeting  children’s  prog,- 
ram;  Baptist  Assembly,  Cordoba; 
July;  10.  £ 

Paraguay 

Bricklayers,  electricians;  Asun¬ 
cion;  through  December;  2  to  4.  ! 

Music;  Asuncion;  immediately,  or 
FeinTUiry ,  1802,  or  September,  1962;  10 
to  15.  ,  ; 

Devotional  speaker;  Spiritual  rq- 
treat  for  missionaries  at  Baptist 
camp;  Before  Nov.  25;  1  (including 
spouse  if  desired). 

Boiler  mechanic;  Baptist  hospital, 
Asuncion;  soon  asposstole;  1. 

Dtetttian;  Baptist  bostrttal;  soon  as 
possible;  1. 

Elementary  or  secondary  teacher; 
Christian  school,  Asuncion;  July  20 fv 

Professor;  Bible  institute,  Asun¬ 
cion;  late  January  or  early  March  l;  'l 
(including  qxwse  if  desfr^). 

Anesth^dogy  tostructor;  Baptist 
ho^tal;  March,  1962  or  later;  1. 

Bricklayer;  Walter  Insfran;  Early 
1982;  2  to  4. 

Care  of  missionaries’ children ;  Bap- 
tistcamp  during  mission  week;  July;  2 
to  4. 

Construction;  Panambireta;  Oc- 
tobrir,  1962,  to  May,  1962  ;  2  to  5. 

Uraguay 

Music;  Carmelo;  soon  as  possible;  6 
to  12. 

Carpentry;  Artigas;  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble;  4to6. 

Eivangelism;  Carmelo;  sood  iapps- 
sible;  1.  , 

Director  of  VBS  workshops; 
tevideo;  November  or  early  De¬ 
cember;  1.  , 

Summer  VBS  worker;  Chnelofies^ 
December  or  early  January;  2. ' 

Dietitian;  National  WMU  refre^t'm 
ConchOlas;  late  January  ;  1. 

Leader  of  Sunday  School,  work- 
shops;  Montevideo;  March,  1962..  (f 
March,  1983;  1.  ,  .. 


Making  disciples:  a  church  priority 


(Continued  dram  page  1) 
st^  of  ‘Hake  decisions,’  or  merely,  ‘Preach 
the  Gospel.’  It  is  significant  because  tbe  pur¬ 
pose  cf  making  disciples  is  to  lead  people  into  a 
personal,  intimate,  and  mature  relationship 
with  God  through  Jesus  Christ  And  making 
TBS^fpiSSI^aS^roninlyDringintaperioo^to 
an  initial  relationship  with  Christ,  but  bringing 
that  person  to  be  conformed  iirto  tbe  very 
image  of  J^siu  Christ  himself.” 

We  have  sought  to  bring  people  to  Christ, 
baptize  tbm,  aM  add  them  to  our  church  rolls 
until  now  we  can  rq)ort  that  there  are  mcHe 
than  thirteen  and  a  half  million  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists. 

And  yet  34  million  of  these  are  non-resident 
members,  which  sim{rty  means  tiiat,  for  the 
most  port,  cfautch  membership  held  such  little 
meaning  for  them  that  when  t^  moved  away 
they  did  not  care  to  affiliate  with  another 
chintdi  of  like  faith  and  order. 

Of  the  13H  million,  only  7,4  million  are  enrol¬ 
led  in  our  Skinday  Schools  and  on  an  average 
Sunday  only  3.7  milHon  attend.  With  all  our 
emphasis  on  the  stewardship  of  possessions, 
we  report  that  about  12%  of  our  members  are 
tithen. 

Dr.  bill  Hogue  of  tbe  Home  Mission  Board 
has  made  tbe  obeervation  that  it  is  obvious 
that  the  feverish  and  frusfrating  activities  and 
programs  of  most  of  our  churcl^  are  not  pro¬ 
ducing  the  revidutionartes  whose  likeness  is  to 
Christ  But  why  this?  Why  are  we  not  down  to 
the  business  of  maturing  born-again  Christ¬ 
ians  into  the  kind  of  activist  disciples  Christ 
intended  them  to  be?  For,  indeed,  that  is  the 
command  of  (3irist 

The  CTiristian  philosophy,  EntonTnieblood, 
has  said,  “We  are  so  familiar  with  and  har¬ 
dened  to  tbe  story  that  it  iseasy  for  us  to  forget 
how  explosive  and  truly  revolutionary  faith 
was  in  Mediterranean  beginnings.  Our  temper 
is  so  different  that  we  hardly  understand  what 
the  New  Testament  writers  are  saying. 

Once  the  church  was  a  brave  and  revolutio¬ 
nary  fellowship,  changing  the  course  of  his¬ 
tory  I9  the  introduction  of  disturbing  ideas. 
Today  it  is  a  place  where  people  go  and  sit  on 
comfortable  benches  waiting  patiently  until 
time  to  go  home  to  their  Sunday  dinners.” 

Merely  being  on  a  church  roll  does  not  make 
one  a  true  disriple.  New  Testament  discipto 
ship  involves  much  more  than  attending  a 
cfaurdi;  it  demands  a  costly,  self-sacrificing 
foUowship:  obedience  to,  recognition  of  au¬ 
thority  of,  and  submission  to  the  teyhings  of 
Christ.  D^ication  and  commitment  are  im¬ 
plicit. 

When  churches  do  not  confront  their  mem¬ 
bers  with  this  commitment,  this  dedication, 
disenchantment  and  discontent  develop.  In 
many  cases,  para-church  groups  who  do  not 
challenge  Ch^tians  to  roles  of  active  disci- 
pleshlp  siphon  off  members. 

If  we  are  to  win  the  world .  we  must  begin  to 
turn  CTvistian  novices  intoCbrlstian  disciplet. 
This  is  tite  essence  of  all  the  churrii  has  to  do 
today.  (Tearly,  the  responsibility  of  tbe  church 
is  to  teach  and  train,  to  build  and  develop 
(Christian  disciples  who,  in  their  everyday  ex¬ 
periences,  become  the  evangelistic  followers 
of  Jesus  Christ  that  New  Testament  writings 
describe. 

For  the  ultimate  purpoee  of  leading  people 
into  a  personal,  intimate,  mature discipleNilp 
is  to  involve  the  people  of  God  in  the  process, 
the  priorities,  the  patterns  of  evangelistic  liv¬ 
ing.  In  true  Christian  disciplesiiip,  the  life¬ 
styles  of  Christians  sre  10  changed  that  they 
come  to  gripe  with  the  claims  Christ  and 
stuire  thiM  claims  with  others. 


Discipling  in  no  way  takes  the  place  of 
evan^izing/  Dr.  Roy  Edgenen,  Director  of 
the  (hurch  Training  Department  of  our  South-  ' 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  has  written  that 
“evangelism  and  discipleshi|i  are  insepara-^ 
hie.  They  go  hand  in  ht^.  Ttoy  are  so  inter¬ 
woven  in  the  Scriptordf  .t 

divided.  f 

Evangel  can  thatdoes  notleadto  and  include 
discipleship  is  shallow  and  abortive;  disciple- 
sbip  that  does  not  result  in  evangelism  is  in¬ 
grown  and  deceptive.”  He  goes  on  to  say,  “An 
army  that  spent  all  its  time  enlisting  new  re¬ 
cruits  would  never  win  any  important  battles. 
Neither  would  an  army  that  spent  all  of  its 
time  traintaig  its  troops  without  ever  enrtdling 
new  soldiers.  Enlisting  new  recruits  and 
adequate  training  both  ve  essential.” 

Evangelism  and  discipleship  training,  or 
equipping,  must  bp  understood  in  the  context 
of  the  Great  Commission.  Christ  did  not  sepa¬ 
rate  these  two  supreme  tasks.  His  words  are 
not  to  be  interpreted  as  a  twofold  emmnission 
of  evangelism  and  discipleship,  but  rather  as  a 
single  command  to  “nuke  dimples.”  The  one 
imperative  in  Matthew  28:1928  is  make  disci¬ 
ples,  which  surely  includes  tbe  entire  process 
of  winning  persons  to  Christ  and  helping  them 
to  grow  in  their  Christian  life. 

Evangriism  and  discipleship  were  insepar¬ 
able  in  the  ministry  of  Paul  and  the  work  of  tbe 
early  churdt.  The  book  of  Acts  vividly  de- 
scri^  how  the  early  church  practiced  both. 
The  etnueb  won  many  to  faith  in  Christ;  italso 
nurtured  tbe  converts  aqd  helped  them  to 
grow. 

Paul  clearly  understood  tbe  work  iinolved 
Ih  making  disciples:  “They  preached  the  good 
news  to  Uut  dty  and  won  a  large  number  of 
-disciples.  Then  they  returned  to  Lystra, 
Iconium  and  Antioch,  strengthening  the  disd- 
ples  and  encouraging  them  to  remain  true  to 
the  faith”  (Acts  14:21-22,  NIV).  Paul  and  Bar- 
nabus  not  only  won  many  to  Christ  on  their 
first  misstonary  journey,  they  also  nurtured 
the  new  believers  and  helped  them  to  grow  to 
their  newly-found  faith.  In  I  Thessaloolans 
Paul  speaks  of  Us  intense  evangelistic  efforto 
to  the  city  of  Thessalonica  and  recounts  his 
careful  work  to  strengthening  and  equipping 
the  believers. 

Dr .  Edgemon  has  rightly  pointed  out  that  the 
local  dnvefa  is  the  primary  means  by  which 
evangelism  and  equipping  are  to  take  place. 

The  chirch  has  been  entrusted  with  the  task  d 

evangelism.  Also,  the  body  of  believers  must 
be  kept  to  focus  as  tbe  context  and  means  for 
equipping.  Salvation  is  personal  but  never  pri¬ 
vate. 

It  affects  other  persons  and  carries  respon¬ 
sibility.  A  new  Christian  is  to  be  nurtured  to 
Christian  maturity  to  the  church,  drawing 
strengtti  from  other  members,  as  well  as  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  growth  of  others.  Tbe  church  is 
to  he  a  fellowship  wherein  members  grow 
through  lovtog  relationships,  anilual  encouri 
agements,  and  edification,  and  where  they 
find  motivation  and  spiritual  energies  for 
daily  living. 

George  Sweazey,  to  his  book  on  “Effective 
Evangelism,”  has  made  the  obnsrvation  that 
“the  saddest' figures  in  all  Iho  statistics  of 
American  churches  are  those  which  tell  that, 
of  every  two  persons  received  on  profession  of 
faith,  one  has  been  dropped  as  a  failure.” 

WUIe  we  apeak  of  Christians,  Jesus  spoke  of 
disciples.  It  is  Interesting  to  discover  that 
Jesus  never  used  die  word  “CSrlstian”  one 
time  to  an  Us  ministry.  In  (acUfhe  word  was 
not  even  coined  laittl  ten  years  laRr  Jesus  died 
and  was  resurrected.  We  read  h  Acts  11:26: 
“And  the  disciples  were  esDed  (jhrtettans  first 


to  Antioch.”  In  that  pagan  culture  it  was  the 
custom  to  ffve  nicknames  to  tbe  followers  of 
various  leaders  or  causes.  For  example,  those 
who  followed  Herod  politically  were  ealled 
Herodians.  There  came  this  strange  group  of 
poo^  who  daqned  to.be  f^wtag; 
iaglaone  caiUd  Christ.  And  they  csBejiyfeiJi,,, 
Christians.  The  word  is  used  only  two  outer 
times  to  all  the  New  Testament 
We  discover  that  Jesus  called  Us  followers 
by  the  title  “disciples,”  a  word  which  occurs, 
intone  form  or  anothw,  268  times  to  the  New 
Testament  Indeed,  tbe  New  Testal^t  is  a 
book  about  disciples,  by  disciples,  aito  for  dis¬ 
ciples. 

For  at  least  several  decades  our  Baptist 
churches  have  not  made  discipleship  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  being  a  member.  One  is  not  required  to 
be,  or  to  intend  to  be,  a  disciple  to  order  to 
beoune  a  church  member,  and  one  may  re¬ 
main  a  member  without  any  signs  of  progress 
toward  or  in  discipleship.  Contemporary 
American  churches,  to  particular,  do  not  re¬ 
quire  following  Christ  to  his  example,  spirit 
and  teachings  as  a  condition  of 
ntembership— either  of  entering  into  or  con¬ 
tinuing  to  f^owship  of  a  denomination  or  local 
church. 

Now  for  this  tragic  state  of  affairs  we  must 
accept  much  of  tbe  blame.  We  have  neglected 
the  central  mission  of  the  church,  which  is  to 
make  disciides,  to  favor  of  tbe  easier  and  less 
disturbing  task  of  just  acc^ting  people  as 
they  are.  We  have  not  expected- lives  to  be 
radically  changed;  we  have  been  content  with 
ourselves  as  we  are  and  others  as  they  are.  We 
have  tried  to  live  by  allegiance  to  the  Father 
and  respect  for  Jesus,  Itet  without  the  HUy 
Spirit  We  have  operated  on  the- assumption 
that  if  you  can  get  church  members  into  tbe 
churdi  building  often  enough  and  keep  them 
tbere  long  enough,  they  are  almost  bound  to 
develop  into  strong,  mature  diristians  who 
will  change  tbe  environment  around  them. 

So  it  is  that  most  of  our  church  rolls  abound 
with  honest,  congenial  folk  who  stopped  going 
to  Sunday  School  when  they  were  10  years  of 
age,  and  thus  have  a  foggy,  halo-ridden  [rtc- 
ture  of  Jesus  preoccupied  with  lambs;  folk 
who  were  swept  into  church  membership 
around  tbe  age  of  12  because  it  was  tbe  thing  all 
the  other  children  were  doing,  folk  who 
perhaps  never  once  have  been  challenged  to 
make  an  adult  commitment  d  life  to  Christ 
Witt)  all  its  inqrtications. 

There  is  no  Bible  support  for  the  idea  that 
when  people  have  made  an  apparently  sincere 
acceptance  of  Christ,  they  are  soundly 
launched  in  the  Christian  life.  The  Great 
CtMnmission  puts  “baptizing”  before  "teach¬ 
ing  them  to  observe  all  thiii^”— the  part  we 
are  too  likely  to  neglect  The  three  thousand 
who  were  baptized  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost 
woe  given  intensive '“teaching.” 

The  statement  that  “the  Lord  added  to  their 
number  day  by  day  those  who  were  being 
saved”  clearly  implies  that  more  time  and 
nurture  were  required  within  tbe  church. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  Dr.  Sweazey  speaks 
wltti  caustic  humor  when  be  says,  “When  we 
encourage  new  members  to  feel  that  tbe  deci¬ 
sive  thing  Is  finished  when  they  join  the 
church,  it  is  DO  wonder  that  they  thl^  they  are 
doing  all  that  is  necessary  when,  like  beaming 
old  graduates,  they  return  (of-  the  annual 
alumni  reunion  at  Elaater.” 

1  would  remind  you  that  tbe  faith  of  our 
fath«s  makes  no  difference  in  our  lives  laitil  it 
becontes  our  faith.  The  faith  of  tbe  church 
must  be  appropriated,  personally  received 
and  entered  into,  if  we  are  to  be  converted,  if 
our  lives  are  to  continue  being  changed  by 
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Clirist.  And  this  is  m  side  issue|  no  cjptiaAaf^ 
matter.  Jesus  said  to  NicodemuA  “You  must 
be  born  again  . .  .  unless  one  i*  bwn  ag^be 
1  cannot  see  tbe  kingdom  of  .God,”  Tbere.ifl^., 

thing  ambiguous  or  foggy  or  tehtotlye 

that  is  there?  Each  person  must  maito  hiS  qm 

-,ril  lo  snoo  *  ,  oyn  vUlii-’l 

tbe  church  lias  been  procltoming  the 
I  news  of  tbe  Gpspel  and  calling  men  aad'tifo- 
mcn,  boys  and  girls,  to  faith  in  GhrisC.''Lgkt' 
r  year  we  baptized  429,742  into  tbe  churdteS^- 
I  our  Soutbem  Baptist  Oxiventisn,  a  16£%‘  ffi- 
crease  over  the  previous  year.  Now  what'IiaVat 
we  done  wifi)  these  new  canverts7'EVaagaU8m-' 

.  that  stops  short  of  discipleship  has:  latied.- 
Francis  Schaeffer  told  participants  at  th«- 
World  Congress  on  Evangelism  in  BMinrr. 
“Elvangeliam  that  does  not  lead  to  purity  of  Wo 
and  purity  of  doctrine  is  just  as  faulty  and* 
incom[rtete  as  an  orthodoxy  which  dow  itef- 
lead  to  a  concern  for,  and  communication 
with,  tbe  lost”  . 

It  U  one  of  tbe  primary  tasks  of  the  church  to*. 

I  provide  the  conditions  and  circumstances  in-. 

'  which  the  Oiristian  has  an  opportunity  to  de«! 

I  velop  as  a  discipler,  a  learner.  The  biblical. 

'  mandate  is  clear.  We  begin  the  Christian  Ufo; 

as  babes.  ,  i;: 

:  But  we  must  grow  beyond  that  point  to  be 

>  guilfy  of  immaturities  that  damage  the  felloiw-^ 

’  ship  and  influence  of  the  church.  Poorly^ 

'  grounded  church  members,  devoid  of  a  cdnfK 
’  dent  faith,  fall  victim  to  doctrinal  heresies. . 

^  They  reflect  emotional  immaturity,  are  facti*:; 

^  ous,  divisive,  and  unloving. 

^  Now  let  me  acknowledge  that  our  (^liyeiiF 

''  tion  leadership  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  manjf 
i'  of  our  chorebre  have  not  been  too  successful  tlT 
”  discipleship  development  and  so  they  are  pre- 
e  paring  some  aids  for  us. 

''  “Diaciplelife  Celebration”  is  one  of  thesef 

°  and  it  is  a  coordinated  approach  to  the  Sunday 

°  ni^t  programming  for  youth.  It  is  youth  at 
warship,  youth  in  trainii^,  youth  in  choir  re- 
bearsal,  and  youth  in  fffiowship.  It  is  built  . 
6  around  the  small-group  training  experience'! 

*  and  promises  to  be  a  big  “plus”  in  helping  our  ' 

^  young  people  to  grow  in  their  Christian  life.  ' ' 

*  Another  approach  to  growth  in  the  Christian 

P  experioice  is  “Masterlife.”  A  brief  statement 

“  defines  “Masteriife”  as:  “a  sequential  de*  ‘ 

°  velopmental  group  discipling  process  that  en-^'‘ 

^  ables  one  to  n^e  Christ  Master  and  to  master':^ 

"  life  through  practicing  tbe  basic  disciplines  of 

abiding  in  Christ,  living  In  the  Word,  praying  ' 
it  in  faito,  living  in  fellowship  with  believers;  ’ 

e  witnessing  to  the  world  and  ministering  in  ' 

y  Christ’s  power  under  the  direction  of  mature, 

It  practicing  disciplers.”  ) 

1-  ThesummonsofChristcomestoaliof  us:  to 

e  seric  his  kingdom  above  all  else;  to  deny  self 
d  and  take  up  his  cross.  By  placing  the  emphasis 

It  on  becoming  like  him,  Christ  assures  that  his 
(hurdi  will  not  only  grow  in  his  character,  but 
ir  also  become  active  participants  to  his  mission, 

ig  As  disciples  make  disciples,  and  teach  them 

id  to  turn  to  make  disciples  of  others,  through  the 

process  of  reproduction,  Jesus  knew  that  ulti- 
cs  mately  the  whole  wwld  would  be  reached  with 
le  the  Gospel.  His  faithful  witnes^.ltte  an  ever 
enlarging  army,  would  storm  Agates  of  hell 
le  and  ihatter  the  principalities  of  Iteton. 

•e  Nothing  could  permanently  defeat  them. ' 

Ig  Victory  is  certain;  to  tbe  councils  of  Heaven 
al  the  celebration  has  already  b^un.  In  his  Word 

you  can  hear  them  now  singing  and  shouting 
ir  around  the  throne  of  God,  “a  great  multitude, 
it  which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations,  kto- 

;h  dreds,  and  people,  and  tonnes”  saying,  “The 
>d  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  king- 
if  d(»ns  of  our  Lord  and  of  Us  Christ,  and  be  shi^ 

)y  reign  forever  and  ever.”  AMEN! 


L 


Missionaries  survive 
Kenyan  lake  accident 


Resolutions 
measure  '' 

sentiments 

(Contiiiued  from  page  1) 
tentioo  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  ef 

inmates  at  Parchman  State  Priaoo  ai« 
Baptists  and  pointed  out  diat  dnlitt 
called  for  a  ministry  to  prisoners.  It 
was  noted  also  that  the  families  of 
prisoners  as  well  as  the  prisoners 
themselves  “have  acute  spiritual  aiM. 
social  needs,  both  during  the  period  tf 
incarceration  and  in  the  rehabilitetion 
process  .  . ‘ 

The  convention  called  on  the 
churches  and  associations  to  plan  and 
implement  programs  “designed  to 
meet  the  spiritual  needs"  of  prisoners 
and  their  families  and  to  seek  ways  lb 
become  involved  in  the  rehabilitatlott 
process.  Ihe  messengers  also  called 
for  a  request  to  the  Mississippi  State 
Board  of  Corrections  to  “employ  Bap¬ 
tist  chaplains  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  Baptist  inmates  at  the 
state  prison.” 

Appreciadsp 

The  fifth  resolution  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  for  its  bospitali^;  to  Presi- 
dwt  Brooks  Wester  for  “contributing 
his  integrity,  intelligence  and  kulia- 
tive  to  the  presidency” ;  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  orto  of  busing  for  “an  iiK 


NAIVASHA,  Kenya  (BP)— A  Soutb- 
OT  Baptist  missionary  couple  and  an 
independent  Baptist  missionary  were 
dramatically  rescued  from  stormy 
Lake  Naivasha  after  ^lending  more 
than  six  hours  in  the  Kenyan  lake’s 
peoetratingly  cold  water  Oct.  19. 

A  wave  about  it  feet  high  sank  the 


When  the  party  did  not  come  in  as 
expected,  fellow  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  Bill  Curpof  Missouri  and 
John  Taylor  of  Iowa,  who  both  serve  in 
Kenya,  went  out  to  search.  A  nearby 
hotel  also  sent  out  a  seardi  boat. 

Curp  used  a  light  which  could  be 
seen  for  a  mile  to  penetrate  the  dark¬ 
ness.  The  Garvins  said  later  the  light 
gave  them  hope  that  the  searchers 
would  find  them. 

The  two  boats  combed  the  eight 
square  miles  of  water  as  thoroughly  as 
possible.  After  four  hours  of  search¬ 
ing,  Curp  ran  low  on  fuel  and  started  to 
^re.  But  the  other  boat  sheared  a  pin 
in  its  premier,  and  the  men  cut  off  the 
engine  to  repair  it. 

By  that  time,  Uto  wind  had  changed 
and  they  beard  a  cry  for  help.  Tbeboat 
was  only  100  yards  from  the  rapidly 
failing  victims. 

Because  of  a  sailing  club  competi¬ 
tion  that  weekend,  doctors  and  an 
Army  medic  were  on  hand  to  give  im¬ 
mediate  medical  treatment  ^rfjen  the 
rescue  boat  came  in.  But  the  treat¬ 
ment  almost  came  too  late. 

Piercey,  unconscious  for  two  hours, 
probably  would  not  have  survived 
another  30  minutes  to  one  hour,  ac¬ 
cording  to  doctors  who  examined  them  _ _ 

Board  adopts  investment  plan 

tn  4  u  t  ^  be  mertree  communities 

to  4  per  nxm  wUl  be  $11 K  each.  In  available  for  $*.50  for  half  a  day  and  $5  County  because  of  the  si 

^  for  a  full  day.  Clanoes  may  be  rented  velopment  in  the  areas. 

ro^,3per  raommll  be$39perroom,  for  a  group  for  $15  an  hour  and  $7  for  The  board  aUitoated  £ 
ft®  additional  hour.  Swimming  ses-  new  church  expansion 

At  Central  HlUs,  weakfast  rat^  for  sions  for  a  group  will  be  available  for  acres  in  Pass  Christian! 

pw  person  fw  20  to  39  will  be  $25  per  hour  and  $7  for  each  additional  FirstBaptist  Church,  Lo 

**“*^*’ ^  hour.  For  the  canoes  and  swimming  a  acreage  cost  $40,000,  bui 

to  39  wiU$4£0,  for  40  or  more  $3 .25;  and  lifeguard  will  be  in  attendance.  trading  in  a  lot  worth  9 

S^*****^  ***"  (M***  he  $4.50  and  for  Horses  are  available  for  supervised  vidual  provided  $23,000 

40  «  more  $3.25.  riding  for  $25  an  hour  and  $7  for  addi-  allocated.  It  was  noted 

These  rates  we  tor  groups  wishing  Uonal  hours.  vidual  also  designated 

to  use  the  facility  during  times  other  At  the  suggestion  of  its  new  church  three-acre  site  in  Biloxi 

than  camj^ng  times.  Reservations  expansion  committee  the  board  re-  The  acreage  in  Pass  < 
^t  be  made  15  days  in  advance  by  scinded  its  action  of  October  1^  that  part  of  the  Camp  KiUwal 
aT!?  .  ..  ..  allocated  funds  for  a  developer  has  taken 

At  Central  Hills  fishing  from  the  church  site  in  the  Deerfield  and  Sum-  purchase  the  entire  prot 


on  shore.  Because  of  the  cold  wal 
Mrs.  Garvin’s  body  temperature  v 
still  four  d^rees  below  normal  af 
an  hour  M  rehabilitaliaa  efforts  in ' 
boat’s  cabin  enroute  to  shore  and  i 
likely  would  not  have  survived  mii 
loager. 

Her  husband  also  was  numb  wi 
cold  and  exhaustion  from  efforts 
keep  his  wife’s  and  Piercey’s  hea 


above  water.  Piercey  lost  his  main  i 
jacket  in  the  accident  and  had  Mil; 
flotatum  collar.  Finally,  Garvin  loo{ 


his  belt  througIrPiercey’s  belt  andfi 


tened  it  to  a  handle  of  one  of  the  fiw- 
gallon  tanks  to  keep  the  unconsciofe 
man  afloat. 

“It  has  to  be  a  miracle  of  God  that  Volunteer  team  from  Ml.  Vernon  Baptist  Church,  Colum 
we  re  alive,  ’  said  Garvin.  “We  re  the  Indian  Mission  in  Pascaqoula.  Ocl.  26-28,  included  let 
walking  miracles.  My  wife  and  I  had  Prtdmore,  Lamar  Harris,  Bob  Perttlns,  A,  L  Miller  left  to 
no  great  fear  of  death  but  there  wash  Fondren,  Charles  Fondren,  Jamie  Camp  Quinn  Parharr 
greatdeal  of  sadness  at  the  thoughtof  Charles'Bagwell,  Roger  Winters.  Hudson  Slick  Adams 
leaving  our  diildrea”  ^ 

Altlmgh  the  unpleasant  memories 
and  some  weakening  effects  stiO  re¬ 
main,  the  three  missionaries  resumed 
their  regular  activities  less  than  two 
weeks  aftw  the  accident. 


Mt.  Vernon  men  lend 
a  hand  on  the  coast 


novative,  efficient,  and  effective  prog- 
By  All«i  O.  Webb  They  came  and  began  work  at  7  Humphreyf  “for  the 

The  slab  at  First  Indian  Baptist  o’clock  Oct.  28.  I  have  not  seen  men  w^^'Bon  tl^t  allowed 

Oiurc^  Pascagoula,  had  been  poured  work  as  they  did  since  the  last  days  of 

by  volunteer  labor  from  Jackson  the  depression  of  the  thirties.  You  will  to  Dr.  Kelly  and  Ihe 

.  seldom  see  h  more  happy  a^em  ««■ 

thusiastio  group.  It  was  a  real  blessing  telling  the  world : 

to  be  associated  with  them.  u  ■ 

They  started  from  the  slab  and  com- 
pleted  laying  the  last  blocks  for  all  the 

walls  in  three  days.  Tlf***^  Greenwootf, 

A  special  word  of  thanks  is  due 
Brother  Bagwell,  Mt.  Vernon  CTiurch,  Mart^ 
at^^teefinegroupofmenwhodidthe 

Our  local  men  who  are  giving  much 
time  are:  Frank  Odom,  superinten-  -rr  ■, 
dent  of  the  project;  H.T.  Smith,  coun-  Keyboard  feStlVal 
selor  and  advisor;  James  Kent,  in  |  , 

charge  of  electrical  work;  and  Doian  lOCatlOn  Chailffea 
McArthur  in  charge  of  plumbing.  Billy  ^ 

Williams  is  chairman  of  the  Building  The  Keyboard  Festival  orlgmally" 
Committee.  scheduled  to  be  held  at  East  McC^omb 

Our  new-Indian  pastor,  Ray  Brooks,  BapUst  Church,  MeCtomb,  Jan.  X; - 
began  his  work  on  Nov.  1.  He  is  enjoy-  IHB.  will  instead  be  held  at  First  Bap.' 
ing  seeing  the  work  progress.  We  are  tistdiurcli,  McComb,  according  loan  . 
working  toward  the  goal  of  moving  announcement  from  the  Church  Miiaic  . 
into  the  new  church  soon  after  the  first  department,  MBCB.  (Date  and  tiiBe; 

are  the  same,  but  the  location  and  fap  - 
tival  leader  have  bean  cbaageC) 
Robert  Goodman  will  bg  the  f^vat- 
leader.  \ 


offer  training 
for  preachers 

A  Preaching  Conference  is  set 
for  Dec.  7-8  at  Main  Street  Baptist 
Church,  Hattiesburg.  This  is  to 
offer  training  in  preaching. 

Program  leaders  include  Earl 
Guinn,  Harold  Bryson,  James 
Heflin,  J.  M.  Wood,  and  Leon  Em- 
ery^  whose  office  plans  the  ses- 
siwis.  Emery  directs  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s 
Ciiurch  Administration  •  Pastoral 
Ministries  Department.' 

Write  thatdepartment  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205,  for  reserva¬ 
tions.  Include  $10  check  for  mate¬ 
rials  and  a  meal. 


f  j4Uefi  O.  Webb  i$  dirtetor  of  Jackoon 

County  AitocidtioiL  t 


ciuirob  building  aid.  These  figurdf 
were  approved  by  the  board. 

Brooks  WestM-,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  COureh,  Hattiesburg,  addressed  the 
board  as  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  convention;  and  Clark 


Here’s  the 
main  reason  for 
buying  life  insurance  ^ 


Baptist  Convention,  _  _ 

Hensley,  executive  director  of  the  r,  j  t»  •  i 
(Oristian  Action  Comihission,  deli-  oanCl  KlUffe  plans 
vered  his  final  address  before  relfring  .  ■  ,  ^  ^  ■ 

next  spring.  He  introduced  his  suwtes-  SpcCial  SerV'lCC 
soc,  Paul  Jones.  * 

During  a  report  by  the  misaions  and  Ridge  Baptist  Church  will  bold 

evangelism  committee  Walter  Yeldell  u  Thanksgiving  service  on  Wednesday 
of  Greenwood  noted  that  Mark  Aiexan-  night,  Nov.  25,  to  be  preceded  by  a 
der,  iflissionary  to  Argentina,  will  Thanksgiving  supper, 
begin  work  Dec.  9  and  will  be  the  new 
coordinator  for  the  Mississippi 
Partners  with  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  “  " 

Jason  Carlisle,  the  present  coor¬ 
dinator  ,  will  return  to  his  mission  field 
in  Uruguay  in  January.  . 

Yeldell  also  mentioned  the  availabil- 
ity  of  a  revival  tent  and  noted  that 
sinuiitaneous  revivals  are  being  plan¬ 
ned  for  1985. 

A  letter  front  Paul  Pryor,  adminis¬ 
trator  of  Baptist  Hospital,  exix'essed 
appreciation  for  a  new  cobalt 
machine. 

Endowed  chair 
honors  Sadler 

As  a  tribute  to  his  40  years  of  service 
to  MiMissipiM  College  and  the  con¬ 
tributions  he  made  in  the  classroom. 

W.  0.  Sadler  of  Clinton-has  been  hon¬ 
ored  by  having  an  endowed  chair  in 
biological  sciences  initiated  in  his 
name  by  former  student^d  friends 

Scott  McCayofJackson.^qkesman  - , - - 

for  a  storing  committee  handling  Hattiesburg.  October  22  and  23. 
negotiations  for  the  endowed  chair, 

paid  qiecial  tribute  to  Sadler  durii^  a  I  ““  ““  ““  ^  ■ 

recent  mMting  of  the  National  Alumni  ■ 

Association  on  campus.  Other  mem-  • 

Mrs  of  the  steering  coi^lttee  are  |  I A  IHM 

Jack  C.  Keen,  Hattiesburg;  Tad  ■  IW  UIH 


HsppiOMs  it  knowing  IhoM  /ou 
knw  «r*  aocure.  Anri  k>  hs^ 
achieve  that  eacurity,  you  buy  We 
mturtnot.  Alter  alt  k'a  the  moat 
senaible  and  attordabta  kind  at 
protection  for  moat  lamiliet. 

Happmaae  if  alao  knowing 
someone  hat  cared  anoughto  plan 
ahead  tor  your  walfara — inaking 
sura  spade)  naada  are  mat  whan 
ihf  dma  comet. 

See  lo  it  rrow  that  your  Wa 
insurance  la  adequate  to  meal  your 
lamily  t  needs  and  aoootnplah  your 
ob|tcttvaa  Cal  or  wrka  ya  lodayt 

Cal  toll  tree  800-523-4810  (In 
Pennsylvania.  800-462-4850) 


librarians  elect 
Mrs.  Perkins 
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Baptist  work  ^ound  the  world  is  ttie  direct 
result  of  yoitf  gifts.  You  need  to  know  how 


that  money  is  spent. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  y 
the  monthly  update  on  wh 

Iactiviti^  are  aooomplishir 
countries  around  the  worli 

Subscribe  to  The  Commission  m^azine 
1  fornneyear  by  sending  $5.00  with 
i  this  coupon  to: 

t  Thr  Omimissiim.  I'kpl.  MSN3 
■  .HialiVIT.  Kirfnmma.  Viiyiiiin  Z1230. 
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Editorials 


Haywood  N.  Stubble 

SORRV  I  help  YOU. 

Preacher  —  aui-  cau. 

ON  ME  Anytime  you 

*•6®®  ME. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Jesus  is  Lord 


“Jeaus  Is  Lord”  was  the  theme  ior  So  from  the  standpoint  of  atten- 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  dance,  the  convention  last  week  may 
last  week,  and  the  theme  ivas  the  rally-  have  been  the  best  ever, 
ing  cry  during  the  tiiree-day  meeting.  There  is  no  way  of  comparing  prog- 
Actualiy,  the  meeting  was  not  three  rams,  for  each  year  the  emphases  are 
d^kng,  because  it  began  on  Monday  different.  The  one  this  year,  however, 

afternoon  and  closed  Wednesday  at  should  take  a  back  seat  to  none.  The 
nooiL  Moving  it  up  by  one  day  diariig  messages  were  fme.  and  a  great.deal 
the  week  was  a  new  experience  this  of  ajqireciatioD  was  expres;^  for  the 
year  in  an  effort  to  keep  attendance  at  faniily  living  sections.  These  were,  as 

a  higher  level.  In  past  years,  when  tile  indicated,messagesdealingwithfam- 
convention  began  on  Tuesday  morning  ilylife. 

and  closed  Thurday  at  noon,  many  The  Bible  Treasure  messages  this 
messeqgersleftintinietobewithtbeir  year  were  all  delivered  by  one  man, 
churches  for  Wednesday  evening  ser-  Fisbo'  Humphreys,  professor  at  New 
vices.  Orleans  Seminary.  Many  expressions 

The  change  seemed  to  wink  well,  ofappreciationwereheardforhispre- 
Therewasanewregistratioarecordof  sentations. 

1,4M,  and  the  attendance  was  good  The  closing  message  was  by  James 
throui^nut  the  sesskm.  The  l,90(Pseat  Durai,  executive  dmector  of  the  Baptist 
auditc^um  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  in 
Jackson,  was  filled  for  the  two  night  Washington,  D.  C,  His  remarks  had  to 
sesskms  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  The  do  witii  religious  liberty  and  were  very 
morning  attendance  on  Tuesday  was  well  received.  There  was  a  great  deal 
very  go^;  and  the  afternoon  sessions,  of  interest  in  bis  subject 

wbm  attendance  has  been  notoriously  As  always,  the  music  was  outstand- 
small,  had  perhaps  1,000  in  atten-  ing.  The  choir  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
dance.. Many  half  left  by  Wednesday  Yaxoo  City,  was  in  the  choir  loft  for 
morning,  but  there  were  still  some  000  special  music  before  the  pastor, 
or  so  remaining.  James  Ya.tes.fH'eachedthecQovention 


llairice  Flowers,  the  directo  of  mis- 
^  for  Jones  Association,  told  of  his 
bp  to  Uruguay.  Flowers  conducted  a 
jg  wibies^  clinic  and  saw  10  pro- 


ers  as  well  as  the  accompaniment  of 

the  piano  and  organ.  The  William  ^  _  _ _ 

Carey  College  Chorale  also  used  brass  fpsions  of  faith  as  ai  result  of  the 
during  its  presentation  before  the  iaek'^  Mfort  They  were  the  result  of 
message  by  James  Dunn.  The  choir  of  tie  trainees  goii^  out  to  witness. 
First  Bai^st  Church,  Hattiesburg,  "^n  Bedford,  assistant  area  secret- 
sangbeforetbepresident’saddres^by  ny  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for 
Brooks  Wester,  pastor  of  the  church,  piraguay,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina,  is 
The  Singing  Churchmen  and  their  gi  furlough  and  sp^e  during  this  ses- 
handbells  are  always  a  deligbt  gjon  He  is  spending  his  furlough  year 

Thae  were  also  a  number  of  fine  baching  missions  at  Southwestern 
solos  and  vocal  aisembles.  Sminary.  Earl  Kelly,  executive 

Business  sessions  were  conducted  wcret^-treasurer,  was  in  charge  of 
with  dispatch.  There  were  discussicHis,  tie  session.  Jason  Carlisle,  coor- 

but  may  it  ever  be  with  Baptists  that  diiator  for  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and 
we  will  feel  fi-ee  to  ask  questions.  Fol-  Mrs.  James  Yates  presoited  a  skit 
lowing  the  discussions  the  votes  indi-  Through  itaU  tiie  theme  continued  to 

cated  the  will  of  the  majority,  and  ring  out,  “Jesus  is  Lmd.”  Airi  before 
everyone  accepted  it  Actually,  thae  the  week  was  out  three  Russian  Bap- 
woe  hardly  any  dissenting  votes.  list  preachers  were  in  Mississippi 
llie  Monday  night  sessioi  was  state  proclaiming  that  the  same  concept 
convention  time,  and  the  Mississippi  hMs  true  for  Baptists  in  that  land  of  a 
partnerships  witii  California, and  with  totalitarian  govomnent 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata  of  South  America  Jesus  is  Lord.  TTuit  is  the  starting 
were  objects  of  attention.  Perry  and  jtece.  From  there  we  move  toi  to  con- 
Mary  Sanderford,  the  first  volunteers  quertiie  forces  that  would  dispute  that 
to  go  to  South  America,  gave  tes-  fact . . .  but  always  in  the  name  of  the 
timonies  of  their  experiences;  arid  Lord. 


A  moral,  emotional  issue 


Miasissqipi  is  legally  a  dry  state,  but  and  on  the  part  of  the  sober  are  emo-  passed  the  measure  that  made  it 
the  L^islatuie  has  made  it  possible  tional  on  the  face  of  them.  So  it  is  an  available  at  the  Jackson  airport  in 
for  political  entities  to  come  out  from  emotional  issue.  Rankin  County.  Sorm  people  at  the 

undo’  the  dry  status  by  local  option.  It  is  also  a  moral  issue,  in  spite  of  airport  were  embarrassed  that  our 
little  by  little,  hook  or  by  crook,  the  pleas  to  the  contrary.  There  is  no  airport  didn’t  have  drinks  available 
state  is  becoming  wet  Often  there  is  measuring  the  amount  of  inundrality  for  those  travelas  who  came  from 

presented  some  sort  of  an  argument  that  is  unleashed  with  the  consumption  areas  where  they  were  available.  Hie 

that.is  bought  by  voters,  though  the  of  liquor.  In  good  reason,  there  just  fact  that  the. legislators  were  farcing 

argument  may  not  be  a  valid  assump-  cannot  be  any  way  that  liquor  con-  an  unwanted  condition  on  an  unwilling 

sumption  can  be  separated  entirely  coun^  didn’t  seon  to  matter, 
from  morality. '  1116  foot  was  in  the  door  at  the  air- 

Now,  little  by  little,  diy  Rankin  port,  and  then  Brandon  voted  to  allow 
County  is  becoming  wet  The  argu-  bea  sales.  Now  such  an  election  is 
mentis  that  it  is  an  economic  necessi-  scheduled  for  Pearl  early  in  De- 
ty,  but  sudt  is  not  the  case.  The  cost  of  cember. 

having  liquor  is  hidden  in  automobile  Liquor  and  bea  refa^hdums  con- 
wiecks  and  the  greata  necessity  fa  ducM  countywide  id  Rankin  Counfy 
law  enforcement  activity.  When  it  is  have  failed  repeatedly.  The  wet 
more  easily  available  it  will  be  con-  faces,  however,  can  divide  up  the 
sinned  in  greata  quantities.  county  and  perhaps  oxomplish  their 

The  Legislature  opened  the  door  for  purpose.  Hopefully  there  can  be  a  line 
liqua  in  dry  Rankin  County  when  it  estabMshed  and  the  voters  will  say  it 


One  such  argument  is  that  the  saleof 
liqua  should  not  be  based  on  emo¬ 
tional  concepts,  but  there  is  no  avoid¬ 
ing  the  emotions  when  dealing  witii 
liqua.  Its  effects  cause  emotional  re- 
spoises  aimost  without  exception.  The 
death  and  destruction  that  go  along 
with  the  consumption  of  liqua  cannot 
help  but  trigga  emotional  responses. 
Tbb  reactions  that  are  stirred  by 
drunkenness  on  the  pert  of  the  drunk 


opinion 


ranPc©-Gf  a~  SGriptu  nG-basect  faith 


By  DwIgM  B.  BeyasMi  gent,  narrow,  and  complicated  coodi- 

All  of  us,  Christians  and  non-  tions  for  salvation?  The  Bible  states 
(hristians  alike,  have  maiiy  fears.  We  that  we  are  saved  if  we  believe  in  our 
fear  we  might  loae  our  job,  home,  heartsthatJesusistbeSonofGod.that 
community  status,  a  a  loved  one.  He  was  raised  from  the  dead  by  the 
Many  of  us  are  afraid  of  snakes,  Fatfaa.andifweacceptJesusaspa- 
beiiijbts,  dark  places,  a  being  alone,  sonal  Lord  and  Savour.  Is  it  then  prob- 
SonM  of  these  fears  and  phobias  are  able  that  all  else  (works,  rituals,  sac- 
reM  and  some  imsgiiied  but,  in  that  rifices,  church  membership  man- 

thcg  exist,  they  are  real.  In  fact,  as  we  dates,  etc.)  are  our  interpretations, 

conidrrafflives,  we  realise  tiiat  each  innovations,  a  traditions  with  little  a 

event  of  any  importance  had  an  de-  no  sound  be^  fa  incluskm  as  factors 
mant  of  fear  rdated  to  it  continent  to  salvation  a  acceptance 

Weuetan^tbytbeWordofGodnot  into  the  Body  of  Christ  We  must  love 
to  fcar;  but,  being  mortal  creatures, 
we  succumb  to  our  fleib.  As  Christ 
iaaa,  we  have  (jod’s  promise  tiut  our 
feMW  are  gramdless  if  we  have  Christ 
as  our  Lord  and  personal  Saviour.  Yet 
inmoaents  of  doubt  (e^iecially  wben 
we  ain)  the  uncertainty  looms  forebod¬ 
ing  and  filled  with  terra. 

It  is  a  paradox  that  we  who  know, 
love,  and  seek  toobey  CInist  are  sooie- 
times  overpower  with  the  horrible 
thought  of  an  eternity  separated  from 
Got;  a  conUtion  the  non-Christian  is 
hardly  aware  of  as  a  poeaiDle  reality. 

AU  who  know  and  bdieve  the  Word  ci 
God  recoil  at  the  thought  of  being  out¬ 
side  the  Ktogdom  of  Heaven  and  told 
that  we  are  not  known  by  tbe  Lad. 

’Thia  fear  ia  bad  enough  but  becomes 
evdi  worse  when  man-made  rules  and 
rttanla  are  added  to  our  burden.  One 
denomination  states  with  self- 
rigMeoua  conviction  that  oily  mem- 
ben  of  their  church  are  truly  saved; 
another  limits  tbe  population  of 
Hedven  to  yet  anotha  states 

widi  amug  doelrinal  authority  that  a 
parson  mutt  be  baptised  in  a  apecific 
manna  in  that  church  to  be  a  btotiia 
a  slater  in  ChriaL 
Did  our  Lad  cva  give  us  such  strin- 


“I  was  a  good  little  girl,  my  parents 
said  ...  but  I  was  bad  occasionally,’’ 

Ityjuia^rahamOTnfided.  “I’ve  always 

^^CSraE^Hand  I  still  some- 
^^KsflHHtimes  have  to  fight 
^^B9H^Hthe  devil !  You  don’t 
get  too  old  fa  him  to 
^^^^I^^Htempt  you.’’ 

Her  blue 
radiated  viga  and 
^^^^^^^^Bgood  humor. 

^^^^^^^"wish  I  could  look 
Graham  that  young  at  M,”  I 
thought.)  Her  surprisingly  black 
brows  contrssted  with  the  white  of  ha 
hair.  Ha  chic  blue-green  dress  en¬ 
hanced  a  slenda  figure. 

Lynna,  the  oldest  of  ten  Burford 
chUdren,  has  lived  in  Independence, 

Miss.,  since  Feb.  2,  IWE.  A  wagon  train 
brought  some  Burfords  from  South 

Carolina  to  Tate  County  in  1836  and  .  _ _ ^ 

their  descendants  have  survived  eluded  box  suppas,  and  parties  where 
community  name  changes  from  they  played  a 
Flewellen's  Crossroads  to  Lick  Skillet 
to  Buck  Snat  to  Independence.  Lyn- 
na’s  father -establish^  a  telephone 
company  for  the  residents.  Her 
brotha  Roga,  a  Justice  Oxurt  judge, 
still  lives  on  “Papa’s  old  homeplace.’’ 

“As  a  young  girl,’’  she  told  me,  “I 
kept  books  in  my  dad’s  commissary, 
and  waited  on  customers,  too."  ’This 
summa  she  played  merchant  again. 

Ha  orchard  gave  sudi  a  good  yield 
that  she  sold  peaches  from  her  front 
porch  by  the  bushels. 

Mt.  Zkm  Baptist  Church  has  been  a 
part  of  the  Independence  scene  since 
1845.  and  Lynna  has  been  a  member  of 
it  since  she  was  11.  She’s  been  WMU 


Wo.  LiLS .  1““  ®  her  own  death  he  was  the  Executive  Secretary 

^ay  Schod  teacha,  Church  Train-  community,  a  constant  witness  for  of  the  Arkansas  Baptist  Convention 
or  org^t  neariy  Christ,  always  ready  to  help  others,  with  his  headquartas  in  Little  Rock.’ 
as  long.  One  her  hiends  said,  “As  Babies  galore  were  named  for  her;  ^ 

people  oame  into  the  church,  Lynna  she's  remembered  all  over  her  area  My  wife,  Alfalene  (who  went  with 
wouM  smile  her  sweet  smile,  and  play  for  babies  she  helped  deliver.  In  the  me  to  his  memorial  services)  and  I 
hymn  after  hymn  on  that  old  pump  30’s  she  was  a  home  visitor  for  the  suddenly  realized  anew  that,  at  best, 
organ  we  used  to  have."  WPA.  One  woman  said  she  sometimes  all  of  us  have  only  a  few  years  in  the 

I  met  Lynna  in  Jackson  at  the  hom^  wentwithhertohomesof  the  needy  to  landoftheliving.  Whatwedo,  wemust 
other  sister  Inez  Lambright,  when  she  deliver  food  packages:  “After  one  do  now.  Any  good  that  we  can  ac- 
and  two  other  sisters,  AUene  Crockett  visit  Lynna  took  pneumonia  and  al-  complish  must  be  done  today.  Any  en- 
Mt^^***  Wallace,  came  for  a  visit,  moetdied.  Later  shetold  me  that  going  couragement  that  we  can  give,  any 
“I  re^mber  that  a  $6  offering  to  through  tbe  crisis  she  beard  tbe  sing-  wwd  that  we  seek  to  share,  any  gift 
Lotte  Moon  back  in  depression  days  ing<rf  the  angels.”  that  we  intend  to  give,  any  witness  that 

made  me  really  happy,’’ she  recalled.  Her  bobby  is  needlework.  Inez  said,  we  bear— «I1  of  these  things  should  be 
s^ted  our  WMU  with  two  mem-  “Once  wben  I  was  on  tbe  girls’  basket-  carried  out  on  schedule  with  deliber- 
bers.  Now  we  have  136.  Last  year  we  ball  team  at  Independent,  she  made  ate  purpose  and  plan.  Ihere  should  te 
W  to  Lotte  Moon.”  our  outfits,  bloomers  and  middy  no  procrastination  on  anyone’s  part  in 

She  went  to  school  at  Hillman  (1910)  blouses.”  Too,  she  has  crocheted  Jill-  the  service  of  Christ, 

and  W  birt  admitted,  “I  never  ioii  of  baby  shoes  and  blankets  and  i  nrav  that  God  will  heln  me  to 

efl^Mially  liked  to  study.”  In  1913  she  made  afghans  and  quilts,  and  doll  ^  better  steward  of  my  time  than  f 
kfem^‘’after‘*aTou,?L^  At  84  sl«  tourrt  the  U^S.,  in-  hawever^  Wae.  Wehave^f 

“Till!?:  eliding  Hawaii  ^ong  the  way  she  met  70  young  people  in  the.church  where  I 

■_ - -7"  a  ♦Oman  from  Maska.  wbogaveha  a  been  serving  as  interim  pastor 

“Snao  ’^Thiv  livaH  i,'®'*.?*  P^^«*cklace.  Now  she  wants  to  visit  {„  several  months  (Harrisburg  Bap- 

fa  58  vears^  until  x  h  u  ,  -j  Ch‘“’eh,  ’Tupelo)  who  are  between 

:.w  *  in  1971.  Iter  pastor,  Austin  Moore,  Jr.,  said,  Uw  7th  and  the^th  arades  who  need 

said.  Be  sure  you  ve  got  the  right  viduals  by  adapting  fa  ourselves  the  je^g.  Aere  it  never  a  lime 
mate,^Iovehiroenoughtostaywith  pdasophy  of  life  8iat  Mrs.  Graham  ftTL^do  tlS^ 
him.  TTiae  are  three  sides,’  1  always  Uv*  life  at  its  best;  don’t  ^  that, 

tow  my  husband,  ‘your  side,  my  side.  wtVY  «d>out  what  has  been  because  it  ""Y  friend  who  has  meant  so 

and  the  right  aide.’  ’’  esmot  be  changed,  but  live  to  make  *"*  *"  ^  have  learned 

They  had  five  children.  Joseph  died  toZty  «d  tomorrow  better  and  mae  •"»•**«■  unfagettable  tesson— though 
at  10;  Ernest  died  in  an  nito  accident  Hum  yesterday  dreadful  cost-even  in  his  death. 

Virginte  (Walka),  Max  (an  odained  ^er  eyesight  has  been  failing,  but  Christian  ore  to  “redeem  the  time’’ 
mlnteter),  and  Letter  still  live  in  Inde-  shl  has  accepted  this  as  a  challenge.’’  (Eph«**«n»S:l*l’‘Boastnotthyselfof 
pemteflce.  Otha  pluses.  12  grandchil-  Sht  listens  to  recorded  books  and  tomorrow.fathoukiiowestnotwhata 
dren,  24  great-  and  four  great-great-  uAd  Sunday  School  lessons.  day  may  bring  forth”  (Proverbs27:l), 

grandchUdren.  T’m  so  happy,’’  she  said  "My  f*»id  Oalst  late  in  life 

“As  a  teenaga  1  wanted  to  be  a  mis-  wipes  vwre  not  fa  myself,  but  rather  “■«  moment  thereafter  in 

Sionary.  but  it  didn’t  wak  out,”  ^  tiulnV  children  might  have  salvation  '»**hful  service  to  him.  Huba  found 
told  me.  From  what  I’ve  heard,  she  anlpsace — and  they  have  come  true.”  Uliciet  early  in  life  and  used  every 


time  came  around  I  asked  my  parents 
fa  a  new  Bible  ( It  has  had  three  cov¬ 
ers  in  its  lifetime).  I  algo  attended 
Training  Union  regularly. 

Christ  spoke  to  me  in  a  tent  revival. 
Carolyn  Ellis  Jones 
Greenwood 


HUHCM  V  STAK'^f  (I  '.lass 


Just  for  the  i?ecorc/ 


Homecomingg 


^Pnckett  Clwrch  gave  Richard 

S|Huhg,  Jr.  aod  his  wife  Pam  a  sur¬ 
prise  party  on  their  first  amiiversBry 

_  at  the  chu^.  He  is  minista'  <d  music 

CLARKE-VENABLE  MEMORIAL  B/f*-  ®“'l  youth-  The  church  gave  the  couple 

1ST  CHURCH,  DECATUR,  observ^  a  Silver  tray.  During  the  past  year  all 
oward  Spence  Day,  Sunday,  Oct.  f1.  the  choirs  of  the  church  have  in- 
3ence  has  served  for  22  years  as  cusfe-  creased  in  enrollment.  Jim  Cgrr  is 
an  of  the  trhurch.  The  pastor.  Bus  MJr-  pastor. 


Revival  dates 

Chicora  (Wayne)!  Nov,  29  -  De¬ 
cember  4;  Danny  Lafferty,  full  time 
evangelist  from  Ocean  Springs, 
preaching;  Randy  Daniels,  dircctStg 
music;  services  at  to a.m.  andtp.».; 
Hal  Taylor,  pastor. 


Mike  Burczynski  is  pastor. 


Shirley  Massey  on  Nov.  18  celeb¬ 
rated  her  ISth  anniversary  as  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  director  of  missions  in 
Jadcson  County  Assoeiation  at  Pas-  .Colonial  KUs,  Soodiaven:  Nov.  29- 
cagoula.  She  has  worked  with  J.  B.  1^-2;  Tommy  Vinson,  pastor  of  Coi- 
Laney,  Zeno  Wells,  and  Allen  Wdab.  °“*hl  Hills  Church,  preaching;  John 
She  began  work  wUh  the  Jackson  •l<?h»er,  minister  of  music  at  Oilanial 
County  Baptists  Nov.  18,  1968,  when  Hills, musicleader;  servicesatUa.m. 
she  was  19.  Sunday  and  7  nightly. 

Miseirvnanr  naurc  Temple,  Natches  (Adams): 

iVUSSlOnary  news  Dec.  M;  Clarence  Cutrell,  Jackson, 

evangelist;  Gecn^e  Tarver,  Natchez, 
Bettj^Hart,  Mississippi  aussionary  mishc  director;  services  Sunday  at  11 
to<aule,isnowintheStatesonmedlcal  a.m.andTp.m.;  Mon.-Wed.at7p.m.; 
leave.  Her  address  is  c/o  Mrs.  Paul  stewardship  revival;  W.  G.  Dowdy 
Hart,  Sandy  Hook,  MS  39478.  ,  pastor 


Names  in  the  news 

Mrs.  Sue  JduisoB  died  in  Meridian 
Monday,  Nov-. -9;  The  fimeral  was  at 
Webh  Pnneral  Home,  Meridian,  Npv. 
11  at  1:30  p.m.  Mrs.  Johnson,  the 
mother  of  A.  C.  Johnson,  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  Clarke  College,  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  State  Boulevard  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Meridian. 


WAYNE  MANGUM  of  Mendenhall 


Mrs.  Ralph  Hefria,  72,  died  Oct  24, 
at  the  family  residence  on  Route  Pour, 
Collins,  Miss.,  following  an  extended 
illness  with  cancer.  She  was  the  wifeof 
Ralph  Herrin,  Mississippi  Baptist 
l,ayman,  who  has  traveled  worldwide 
speaking  at  miseigns  and  in  Baptist 
churches.  Services  were  held  Sun^y, 
Oct.  25,  at  3:30  p.m.  fioro  Johns  Fun¬ 
eral  Chapel  in  Collins,  with  her  pastor, 
James  McLemore,  and  Byron  Mathis 
officiating.  Mrs.  Herrin  was  the 
former  Bradis  Eleanor  Stennett,  add 
last  May  celebrated  her  Sist  wedding 
anniversary  in  her  home.  She  was  a 
fifty-year  resident  of  the  Salem  com¬ 
munity,  and  an  active  member  of 
Salem  ^ptist  Church.  Surviving,  ^ 
addition  to  her  husband,  are  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Arlis  Hinson  of 
Shreveport,  La.  and  Mrs.  Nell  Phillips, 
Philadriphia,  Miss. ;  one  son,  Herman 
Herrin,  Siidei],  La.;  one  sister;  and 
one  brother. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Cent¬ 
er’s  newest  chaplain,  Melvin  “Mel” 
Ehrlich,  joined  thif  MBM^t|df  Sti4 

” — - Ori^By  fi!^^ 

'Bainbridge,  Ga.,Ke 
received  a  B.S.  de 
gree  at  Aubun 
University  in  1988 
Chaplain  Ehrlick 
received  a  M.  Div. 
at  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Louisville, 


Only  you  CM  dMwminy.  Ifw 
nicctriclly  you  u««.  Eloctric  p 


Pastor  presents  book  to  authore 


service  October  25. 1 961 .  Del  is  the  author  and  Di^ra,  her  daughter,  is  the  illustrator 
of  this  children's  book.  They  sre  also  authbr/illustrator  of  Broadman's  GOD  HAS 
SPECIAL  PLACES,  another  chiMtan’s  book. 


PELAHATCHIE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  dedicated  its  new  education  building  Nov.  1. 
After  the  special  seivfSe,  lunch  was  served  at  the  church  and  oped  house  held  during 


the  afternoon.  Ground  was  broken  forthe  structure  Sept.  28, 1980.  Every  fifth  Sunday 
offering  during  the  paatorate  of  Gad  Nelson  (ig74-79)  was  sot  aside  for  the  building 
program.  Then  a  "Together  We  BuiW  campaign  was  held  in  1979. 

Watts  CTark,  left  In  top  photo,  Jackson  architect  who  grew  up  in  Pelahatchie.  was  .  . _ _ _ ^ 

architect;  Ted  Paagler  of  Branch,  center,  was  contractor,  and  Ed  Davis,  right,  of  Baptist  Hospital  in  Birmingham,  Ala 

Palahatchie,  was  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee.  Speakers  at  the  dedication  He  and  his  wife  Linda  have  two  chit- 

service  at  Palahatchie  were  (bottom  photo);  Jack  Glaze,  chairman,  department  of  dren  Benjamin,  11,  and  Jennifer,  7. 
religion,  MIssiseippi  College:  Harold  T,  Kltchings,  director.  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun-  The  Elhrlichs  are  members  of  Colonial 
dation;  J.  C.  Rentroe,  Rankin  County  director  of  missions;  and  Barry  C.  Corbett.  Heights  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson. 
Peiahatchie  pastor  since  May  10.  1961.  (Photos  by  Clyreece  Smith).  _ 


Dan  Watson  recently  accepted  the 
positiaa  as  youth  director  at  Univer- 
si^  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  USM  and  is  the  son  of 
Harold  and  Joyce  Watson,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Philippines. 

Clark  Stewart  is  serving  as  minister 
of  youth  at  First  Church,  Crystal 
Springs. 

John  L.  Cook,  Jr.  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  Southside  Baptist  Church, 
Columbus,  where  be  was  pastor  for  22 

■years,  10  months. 

He  is  now  director 
of  the  John  Cook 
Ministries  and  di¬ 
rector  and  founder 
of  the  Biblical  Per¬ 
sonality  Enhance¬ 
ment  and  De¬ 
velopment  (PED) 
Services,  with 
Cook  headquarters  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.  Cook  is  engaged  in 
counseling,  preaching,  and  leading 
seminars  on  Biblical  Personality  De¬ 
velopment,  based  on  the  holistic  ap¬ 
proach.  He  will  also  be  included  in  a 
radio  ministry. 

Cook  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College,  holds  a  master  of  divinity  de¬ 
gree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary,  and 
has  conqjleted  course  work  toward  a- 
doctor  of  ministry  degree  with  the  San 
Francisco  Theological  Seminary,  San 
Ansetmo,  Calif.  Before  moving  to  Col¬ 
umbus  in  1968,  he  served  chutes  in 
Mnidlan. 

Mrs.  Cook  (V.  Frances  (took)  will 
continue  in  her  present  position  as 
xbool  psychologist  for  the  Jefferson 
Coun^  Board  of  Education,  Birming¬ 
ham.  He  states  that  he  will  have  open 
dates  for  more  seminars,  revivals,  and 
counseling  services  after  January  1, 
1962.  Cook  may  be  contacted  at:  266- 
251-6342  in  the  Birmingham  area  or 
1720  CuUom  St.,  Birml^am;  and  in 
the  Mississippi  area  contact  may  be 
made  through  P.  O.  Box  956,  West 
Point 


Glenn  Simmons,  pastor.  Morgan 
Ci^  Baptist  Church,  for  3K  years,  has 
resigned  to  accept  a  call  to  the  pasto¬ 
rate  of  First  ^ptist  Church,  Homer, 
La.  A  graduate  of  Missifeippi  College, 
Simmons  received  a  doctor  ^  theology 
degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  in 
December,  1980.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bogalusa,  La.  He  and  his  wife  Sherry 
have  three  children,  Jennifer,  7,  and 
twins,  Glenna  and  Jason,  2. 

Walter  Price  has  resigned  as  pastor 

-  -  -  Miss,,  to  ac- 


.Whole life 


EDO  HOLLOMAN,  pastor  of  Corintfi 
Baptist  Church.  Jasper  Cour)ty.  and 
wife  WHma  wi  II  leave  Nov.  23  for  a  tou  r  of 
the  Holy  Land.  This  trip  is  a  gift  from  the 


of  First  (}lBircb,  Full 

...  .  ’  V  ,  L,',  .  ww....*..  will  wu  ittRe  ni* 

cept  the  pastorate  or  First  Church,  tour, 

Etostman,  G6.,  effective  Nov.  15. 

Gallman  Charch  (Copiah), ordained 
Jerry  Jones  of  Clinton  is  the  new  two,  Lamar  Harboor  and  Kyle  Miie, 
pastor  of  GalUee  Church  ((topiah).  as  deacons  Nov.  1.  Harbour  is  mwried 

to  the  former  Carolyn  Blackney  of 
TrUity  Charch,  Leake  Coonty,  has  Crystal  Springs.  They  have  two 
called  Hngfa  Pln^ett  as  minister  of  daughters,  Uiis  and  Amanda.  Mize  h 
music  and  youth.  Plunkett  is  a  '"^ed  to  the  former  Shirley  Sanson 

graduate  of  Mississippi  College,  where  ”  Lafayette  County.  They  have  twin 
he  received  a  bachelor  of  music  educa-  Lealand .  Roy  Smith, 

tkm  degree.  He  is  currently  working  on  KU  dmector  at  Co-Lin  Jr.  College 

his  master  of  music  education  degree.  the  charge  to  the  candidates 

He  goes  to  TVinity  from  Williaxnsville  a^d  chureh.  Rowe  Holcomb,  retired 
Bsptist  Qnirch,  Kosciusko.  Plunkett  pastor  of  First  Church,  Hazlehurst, 
and  his  wife,  Wanda,  are  both  natives  pf^ached  the  ordination  message. 


Liberty  Nationai 
to  Whole  life  (nsi 


Prosperity  makes  friends;  adver¬ 
sity  tries  them. 
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The  King’s  authority 


By  Lewis  Sewcfl,  pastor 
FIrsLOgdsrt 
Hatikew  1:1-1  :M 

In  the  section  oi  scripture  covered 
by  this  lesson  Jesus  demonstoaled  his 
authority  as  the  Son  of  Man.  Chapters 
eight  and  nine  of  Matthew  contain  a 
number  of  miracles  Jesus  did.  He  per- 
-  formed  these  mighty  works  not  only  to 
meet  human  need,  biitaiso  to  establish 
Us  autfaori^. 

L  Anihortty  over  disease  (t:l-lS). 

In  this  section  Jesus  performed  . 
three  miracles.  He  healed  a  leper;  he 
healed  the  centurion’s  servant;  he 
healed  Peter’s  mother-in-law.  In  these 
cases  Jesus  is  the  healer  of  lepnRy, 
paralysis,  and  fever.  Jesus'  auflwrity 
to  heal  is  not  limited  to  certain  ail¬ 
ments,  but  is  a  power  as  broad  as  his 
compassion. 

Upers  were  regarded  as  unclean; 
they  were  outcasts  physically  and 
'  ceremonially.  When  they  were  cured, 
thanksgiving  for  their  cleansing  had  to 
be  accompanied  by  sacrificial  offer¬ 
ing  (see  Lev.  14). 

Jesus  insisted  that  the  healed  leper 
Should  report  to  the  priest  and  mifce 
the  offer^  required  by  the  Mosaic 
legislatioo.  Then  he  told  the  man  not  to 
teU  who  or  how  be  was  healed.  The 
injunction  of  silence  can  be  explained 
in  the  fact  Jesus  knew  the  situation 
might  easily  baye  gotten  out  of  band 
and  his  public  ministry  brou^t  to  an 
untimely  end. 

It  is  clear  from  the  Gospel  bf 
Matdiew  that  Jesus'  ministry  was  con¬ 
fined  almost  exclusively  to  Ivacl  (see 
10:5,6;  15:24),  and  that  it  was  ImiePS 
belief  in  him  as  Messiah  that  he  hoped 
to  obtain.  The  centurion  who  met  him 
as  he  entered  Capernaum  was  *Gen- 
tile  stationed  in  Jewish  territory.  As 
bis  faith  exceeded  any  that  Jesus  had 
found  so  far  in  Israel,  Jesus  did  not  . 
hesitate  to  heal  Us  parUysed  servant 
The  faidi  of  the  centurion  is  reflected 
in  Us  response  to  the  challenge  pot  to  ' 
him  by  Jesus  in  v.  7.  These  wo^  could, 
easily  be  a  question— “Am  I  a  Jew  to; 
come  and  heal  Urn  a  (jentile?’‘>Tbe 
centurion’s  answer  indicates  in  faith  ' 
he  looks  to  Jesus— even  if  he  is  a  Jew. 

Paid)  is  the  first  step  in  any  healing, 
mthout  faith  there  is  no  healing  be  ■ 
cause  the  one  who  is  to  receive  file 
power  of  God  in  the  healing  cannot 
allaw  the  power  of  God  to  operate. 

After  Jesus  healed  Peter’s  mother- 
in-law,  the  [wople  brought  so  many 
ftokaMimpahedHt  Jesus  tbatheUM 
to  leave  the  trea:  He  had  more  week  to 
do  and  more  to  teach.  This  is  in  keqit 


ing  with  Jesus’  practice  of  wUbdraw- 
ingwfaen  a  croaU  became  to^breited 
over  Us  miracles  to  think  of  his  mes¬ 
sage. 

n.  Antharity  over  condlttoas  «f  com- 
Mltaaeat  (6:11-22). 

Two  men  express  the  desire  to  foUow 
Jesus.  However,  they  ai^ar  to  be 
anxious  to  poatpone  committing  them¬ 
selves  to  the  fuli  impiicatioos  ^  disci- 
plesUp.  Jesus  indicates  the  cause  of 
the  Kingdom  should  be  the  first  prior- 
i^  in  life.  This  isanother  expressiixi  of 
his  authority. 

The  phrase  in  verse  22  “let  the  dead 
bury  their  dead’’  is  interesting.  It 
probably  indicates  Jesus  is  not  tryi^ 
to  turn  the  man  away  from  Us  fa^y 
ties.  It  is  simply  a  case  of  the  good 
news  of  the  kingdom  is  more  urgent 
than  an  oblimtion  which  could  just  as 
easily  be  fulfilled  by  someone  not  yet 
spiritually  alive. 

HL  over  nature  (8:23-271. 

The  men  who  called  out  in  fear  for 
Jesus  to  save  them  as  their  boat  was 
sinking  in  the  storm  obviously  be¬ 
lieved  that  Jesus  had  power  to  save 
them.  This  faith  is  expressed  in  tbeir 
calltog  Jesus  “Lord.’’ 

Jesus  spoke  and  even  inanimate 
creation,  nature,  recognized  Us  Lord¬ 
ship  and  authority.  The  storm  shaped. 
IV.  Aatoorlty  over  demons  (6:2844). 

The  two  demoniacs  or  demon- 
possessed  men  who  accosted  Jesus 
when  he  landed  on  the  southeastern 
shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee  lived  a  solit¬ 
ary  life.  Other  people  regarded  them 
as  dangerous  and  would  not  go  near 
the  bu^  place  they  haunted.  When 
they  saw  Jesus,  they  knew  instinc- 
fiyely  that  they  were  confronting  no 
ordinary  person,  but  the  Son  of  God 
vdio  bad  power  and  authority  to  de¬ 
stroy  them. 

This  story  in  the  life  of  Jesus  as¬ 
sumes  that  demons  exist  and  have 
power,  and  speak  throiigh  the  men 
they  possess.  The  demons  know  that 
Jemals  their  enemy,  the  unique  Son  of 
Godwbo  vanquisb  them  at  the  ap- 
pointbd  time,  file  end  of  the  age.  That 
Jesus  has  authority  to  expel  them  bom 
the  hapless  men  indicates  to  Christian 
readers  that  the  kingdom  has  begun  to 
come. 

The  presence  of  swine  or  hogs  im¬ 
plies  a  Gentile  region  or  at  least  a 
large,  or  in  part,  Gentile  population. 
Why  file  demons  wanted  to  go  into  the 
swhie  is  not  stated;  perh^  It  was 
tMtr  shrUkiitg.^oin  hometamiess. 

The  Dett|»]t  city  was  sfitted  by  the 
report,  of  what,  had  happened.  But 


irtien  the  people  actually  met  Jesus,  he 
made  thm  uneasy.  Tho-e  is  no  hint 
given  that  this  was  due  to  the  financial 
loss  of  the  swine.  The  people  sensed  a 
mysterious  power  in  Jesus.  They  did 
not  know  what  to  make  of  him,  so  they 
asked  him  to  leave.  The  main  fact  is 
the  exercise  of  Jesus’  aufiiority  over 
demons. 

V.  Antbartty  to  forgive  (6:14). 

Jesus  returned  Iv  boat  to  his  own 
■city,  Capernaum  (ch.  4:13).  Im¬ 
mediately  a  paralysed  man  was 
Iwought  to  Jesus.  The  real  interest  of 
Matthew  in  this  incident  is  not  in  the 
miracle,  but  in  showing  Jesus’  author¬ 
ity  tolbrgive  sins. 

Jesus  recognized  the  man  needed 
help  and  healing.  However,  Jesus  used 
the  occasion  to  make  the  point  that 
what  even  sidr  men  need  most  is  for¬ 
giveness  of  sins. 

To  scribes  present  this  confident 
word  of  fixgiveness  was  blasph^y; 
oidy  God  could  forgive  sins.  Jesus  as 
Son  cf  God  has  and  ekercises  the  au¬ 
thority  to  forgive  sins. 

IV.  Anthcrity  ow  the  law's  interpre- 
tatioB  (6:6-17). 

The  call  of  the  tax  collector  named 
Levi,  later  known  as  Matthew,  serves 
as  the  occasion  fer  Jesus’  expression 
of  authority  over  the  interpretation  of 
the  Law.  The  Pharisees  first  appear  as 
critics  of  Jesus.  They  condemn  his 
table  fellowship  wifii  people  who  do  not 
observe  carefully  Jewish  food  laws 
and  other  regulations. 

Jesus  suggested  they  “go  and 
learn,”  wbk£  implies  the  Pharisees  do 
not  really  understand  the  scriptures. 
Mer^  is  more  important  than  cere¬ 
monial  correctnem.  Here  is  a  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  break  with  the  Law. 

Gallman  presents 
appreciation  certificates 

Gallman  Church  recently  presented 
certificates  of  appreciation  to' two 
fomer  deacons,  G.  C.  Newman  and  B. 
T.  Elrown,  who  have  become  inactive 
due  to  ill  health.  6.  C.  Newman  be¬ 
came  an  active  deacon  at  Gallman  in 
May,  1966,  and  served  until  his  health 
forc^  him  to  become  inactive.  He  Is  89 
years  old.  He  and  his  wife  say  they  are 
enjoying  retirement  at  Gallman.  B.  T. 
Brown  became  an  active  deacon  at 
Gallman  in  April,  1972,  and  served 
until  fids  year.  He  aeked  to  be  relieved 
of  duties  as  a  deaccm  due  to  failing 
heajtfa.  He  and  Ids  wife  Geneve  con¬ 
tinue  to  attend  services  of  the  church. 


Leesburg  to 
mark  100th 

Leesburg  Baptist  Church,  Rankin 
County,' will  edebrate  its  106th  an¬ 
niversary  on  Nov.  26.  The  program 
will  feature  singii^  by  former  musi¬ 
cians  and  music  directurs.  Two  former 
pastors  will  return  to  speak,  J.  Harold 
Jones  of  Vick^urg  Charles  L. 
McKay,  of  Calinesa,  Calif. 

Services  will  begin  at6:45  a.ra.  with 
Sunday  School  and  10 :4S  with  morning 
wtwship.  A  fdlowship  luncheon  will  be 
served.  An  afternoon  service  will  in¬ 
clude  singing. 

The  theme  for  this  celebration  is 
“That  We  May  Be  One”  (John  17:11). 
The  pastor  is  Ricky  E.  Kennedy. 


Picajwne  abolishes  sanctuary  debt  Olive  dedicates 

!  Of  celebration  was  held  Nov.  1  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Picayune,  tor  the  paStOr’s  llOUSC 
oi  the  sanctuarv  riiiht  * 


A  day  of  celebration  was  held  Nov.  1  at  First  Baptist  Church.  Picayune,  tor  the 
retiring  oi  the  sanctuary  debt. 

As  of  June  21, 1961,  a  balance  of  $187, OOO  remained  to  be  paid  on  the  building  by 
October  1.  1961.  It  was  decided  by  the  church  members  that  a  drtve  should  be 
initiated  to  end  this  debt.  This  task  seemed  insurmountable  to  some,  but  by  October 
1.  contributions  had  surpassed  the  $187,000  goal. 

T)(e  surplus  of  contributions  was  applied  to  the  debt  remaining  on  the  education 
building.  Following  the  worship  service  on  the  day  of  celebration  it  was  announced 
that  this  amount,  through  contributions,  had  not  only  been  raised,  but  had  been 
exceeded  by  some  $2(X>. 

Left  to  right,  the  Sanctuary  Debt  Committee:  Qujelt  Russum,  At  Ditthauer,  Ray 
Stewart,  chairman,  Hooker  (Juick,  C.  D.  Tale.  Buddy  Broadway,  EdnsSumratl.  Jean 
Wells.  James  Drummond.  Jr.,  Kyle  Terrell,  Leslie  Travis,  Granville  Pearson,  Eula 
Underwood,  and  Joyce  Guetamann. 


Olive  Baptist  Ctnircb,  near- Lumber- 
too.  Pearl  River  County,  dedicated  Its 
new  pastor’s  borne  Nov.  1.  Joe  Beach, 
a  former  pastor  there,  preached  the 
dedication  sermon.  O^n  house  was 
held  from  3  to  5  p.m.  at  the  home  lo¬ 
cated  in  front  of  the  church  building. 

The  Olive  congregatton’s  new  pas- 
tcH-,  W.  R.  (Bill)  Galloway,  and  his  wife 
Gennie,  their  dau(d>tor  Gaulle,  12,  and 
son  Andy,  15,  moVed  into  the  pas- 
torium  Nov.  4. 


East  Central 
BSU  leads 
fall  revival 

The  Baptist  Student  Unkui  at  East 
Central  junior  College  held  its  fall  re¬ 
vival  recently  with  Bobby  Dou^as, 
pastes-  erf  First  Baptist  Church,  Hixon, 
Tenn.  as  evangelist.  Rita  Dobbs,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Elast  Central,  served  as  pianist, 
and  Mickey  Gentry  (right),  music  di¬ 
rector  at  First  Baptist  church, 
Philadelphia,  was  in  charge  of  the 
music. 

Douglas,  a  native  of  Bruce,  attended 
Itawamba  Junior  College,  Mississippi 
College,  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
At  IJC,  he  was  president  of  the  BSU 
when  Gladys  Bryant,  East  Ontral’s 
BSU  director,  was  ^U  director  at 
UC. 

Rita,  a  sophomore  at  Elast  Central, 
is  the  daughter  of  Eugene  Dobbs,  pas- 
hu-  at  First,  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs. 
Dobbs. 

Gentry  attended  Northeast  Junuu- 
CoU^,  Mississippi  College,  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

The  theme  for  the  revival  was 
“Spiritual  Encounter.’’  “Services 
were  well  attended  by  the  students  at 
fiastOentral.  Many  decisions  were 
made,”'  reports  Mrs.  Linda  Dykes. 


- - - Devotional - — 

The  bold  plan  of  God 

By  Harry  L.  Lacenay,  pastor,  Temple,  HatfiesAnrg 
Stune  tinie  ago  Carl  Bates,  former  president  of  the  Southern  Ei^Ust  Capven- 
tkn,  said,  “Tti^  came  a  time  in  my  life  when  I  earnestly  prayed  ‘God,  I  want 
your  power!’ Time  wore  on  and  the  power  did  not  come.  One  day  the  burto  was 
more  than  I  could  bear.  I  said  “God,  why  haven't  you  answered 
my  prayer?’  God  seemed  to  whisper  b^k  ‘With  plans  no  big¬ 
ger  than  yours,  you  don’t  need  my  power.’  ”  (Cook,  William. 
Success,  Mofivafioii'^fiieScrtptnres,  Nashville,  Broadman 
Press.  1974,  p.  127). 

Jesus  Christ  said  "All  authority  in  heaven  and  on  earth  has 
given  to  me.  Go,  therefore,  and  make  disciples  of  all 
lihUpps,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  file  Father  and  of  the 
Son  and  of  the  Hdy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to  observe  all  that  I 
have  commanded  you;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  to  the 
Lueeaay  closeoftheage”(Matthew2S:1820).ThisisGod’soomiiiand. 
The  Lord  has  idaced  each  man  in  a  world  of  diaUenge  and  change.  When  man 
looks  at  this  world  he  is  startled  by  the  diversity  which  exists  among  the  npfions : 
race,  ctdor,  location,  climate,  traits,  achievements;  yet  each  individiud  is  in¬ 
volved  in  this  great  command,  for  all  are  sinners,  all  have  souls,  and  all  people 
need  the  salvation  which  comes  only  through  the  grace  of  God  in  Jesus  Oirist. 

Today  each  man  should  pause  for  a  few  minutes  and  rediscover  bis  own  little 
world.  The  challenge  to  go  to  all  men  be^ns  at  home.  May  God  open  each  man’s 
eyes  to  the  people  who  f^l  under  his  influence  and  whod^perately  need  Jesus. 
Perhaps  there  is  a  family  member  living  under  his  own  ro^ ;  a  distant  rdative 
who  has  never  taken  that  most  important  step  in  life;  or  a  friend,  an  ac^ain- 
tance;  perhaps  a  business  associate;  somecHie  from  the  neighborboodyiiie  ser¬ 
vice  station,  the  grocery  store,  school,  or  even  sometme  with  the  samd  qiorting 
interests  you  have.  The  world  God  wants  men  to  enter  begins  just  bhjrond  the 
confines  ot  man’s  own  body.  It  includes  every  individual  be  encaunters.  It  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  vast  extremities  of  this  planet 
May  God  grant  each  man  the  visioi  to  see  his  wovld,  the  oourage  to  make  BIG 
PLAt^  to  reach  his  world,  and  the  enogy  to  pOt  fiibee  plans  int&'AdQan.  f’ ' 


Life  and  Work  lesson 


Truth  to  set  you  free 


By  Jsel  E.  Hake,  pHtar 
First,  Crystal  Spriv 
JMm  9:11-46, 45-17 

When  I  was  a  child  my  parents  very 
pattentiv  taught  me  the  importance  of 
telling  the  truth.  They  said  it  was  al¬ 
ways  best  to  tell  the  truth,  and  em¬ 
phasized  the  bad  results  that  could 
come  with  being  untruthful.  At  first  1 
wondered  about  the  value  of  always 
telling  the  truth  because  the  truth 
somefimes  brought  punishment  when 
toy  disobedience  was  (^covered. 
However ,  my  parents  intested  that  file 
truth  washed  In  the  experiences  that 
came  with  growing  up  I  found  out  (hat 
they  were  right  Wbdn  I  failed  to  tell 
the  truth  it  mi^K  free  me  from  im¬ 
mediate  punishment,  but  it  did  not 
bring  real  freedom.  There  was  the 
bondage  of  guilt,  along  with  feelings  of 
dread  and  fear  that  I  would  be  found 
out  There  was  the  necessity  of  teBtag' 
other  falsehoods  to  cover-up  the  Orst 
one.  On  the  other  hand,  thm  Was  a 
sense  of  freedom  from  gull  t,  efread  and 
fear  that  went  with  telling  the  truth. 
My  childish  discoveries  about  trufii 
were  limited,  but  they  made  lasting 
impressioas  on  me. 

The  good  things  we  learned  as  chil¬ 
dren  about  truth  will  always  be  valu¬ 
able.  However,  we  are  not  prepared 
for  life  until  we  know  the  greatest  truth 
of  all, 

In  John  3,  Jesus  dealt  iritti  a  groupof 
people  who  neither  told  the  truth  nor 
lived  the  truth  because  they  did  not 
know  the  truth.  They  did  not  know 
Jesus  or  understand  his  gospel  yrhich 
could  make  them  free.  Jesus  pre¬ 
sented  the  truth  in  such  a  way  that  they 
had  to  either  accept  it  or  reject  iL 
L  The  coBtitteat  presentattasi  of  the 

truth. 

Jesus  presented  the  truth  because 
Jesus  presented  himself.  This  Isn’t  the 
only  time  Jesus  identified  the  truth 
^0i  himself.  In  John  14:6  Jesus  told 
Thomas.  “. .  .1  am  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father,  but  by  me.”  Truth  cannot  here 
be  separated  from  the  Person  of 
diritt.  Knowing  the  truth  is  therefore 
associated  with  being  his  disciple.  It  is 
npt  Just  a  matter  of  intellectual  under- 
sii^ing  on  one  tiand  as  opposed  to  igr 
RR-ance  on  the  other.  Fracdom  t^iM 
not  come  through  simply  accepting 
facts  which  are  true. 

..  Jesus  revealed  many  truths  in  what 
^.Jfdti-  He  revealed  the  truth  about 
(iKiples  (6:Sli:  He  revealed  (he  real¬ 


ity  of  truth  (8:31).  He  told  the  truth 
atotsin  (1:34).  Jesus  made  clear  the 
trolfa  about  freedom  (6:36).  Jesus  tM 
the  truth  and  that  is  important  to  the 
mind.  Jesus  ia  the  truth  and  that  is  im¬ 
portant  to  the  hevt  Those  who  con- 
fren tod  Jesus  in  John  8  were  unwilling 
to  be  changed  in  mind  or  in  heart.  They 
tried  to  express  belief  on  the  one  hand 
and  yet  did  not  truly  believe.  When 
they  were  put  to  the  test  of  coatinuing 
in  Us  word  and  become  disciples  in¬ 
deed  they  failed  it  Wien  they  were 
pieaenfrd  with  the  possibility  of  enter¬ 
ing  freedom  through  commitment  to 
the  truth  they  refused  it 
n.  The  faMsnUstent  reaefioa  to  the 


Theke  who  talked  witii  Jesus  about 
being  Abraham’s  seed  did  not  see  the 
inconsistency  in  their  own  lives.  They 
were  proud  of  their  relationship  to 
AUrahra.  It  was  a  great  privti^e  in 
their  thinking  to  be  connected  with 
Abraham  sod  they  saw  this  as  incon¬ 
sistent  with  bandage.  Their  point  was 
valid  to  them.  It  had  to  do  with  how 
those  who  have  never  been  in  slavery 
can  possibly  be  made  free. 

Jesus’  reaction  4o  their  question 
must  have  been  shocking.  He  ideik 
Ufisd  bondage  with  sin.  He  said  that 
one  who  Is  In  a  continuing  state  of  sin  is 
in  slavery.  He  was  not  taUdng  about  a 
hired  person  who  worked  for  wages 
and  had  some  freedom.  Rather  be  was 
speaking  cf  slavery  with  no  freedom. 

slave  was  not  free  to  decide  about 
hit  own  wants  or  even  his  needs. 
Someone  else  who  was  Us  master  de¬ 
cided  about  bow  many  of  Us  wants  and 
needs  would  be  satisfied.  His  master 
made  the  decisions  about  what  be 
would  do  with  his  time  and  which  dk 
reetton  his  life  would  go.  The  slave  did 
not  have  the  power  to  direct  Us  own 
life  or  break  away  from  his  slavery. 

How  many  of  uAhaye  walked  all  too 
cloite  to  the  slavery  of  sin?  Could  It  be 
that  Mme  of  our  little  habits  and 
weaknesses  have  dictated  bow  we 
spend  our  time  and  energy?  We  can 
slip  into  a  kind  of  slavery  and  hardly 
realize  it. 

To  claim  freedom  without  posses¬ 
sing  freedom  is  of  lUUe  value.  Jesus 
saw  acontrast  in  the  lives  of  thoae  who 
claimed  to  be  of  Ahrghanfs  line.  He 
acknowledged,  their  claim.  However, 
their  atten^  la  kill  Urn  «ka  IncontiF 
teat  with  ifflf  claim  to  be  of  Abraham’s 
line.  Utere  was  a  great  contrast  be8 
ween  who  they  dalmed  to  he  and  what 


they  were  trying  to  do.  They  said  we  be 
Abraham’s  seed,  but  they  wanted  to 
kiU  Jesus. 

Here  were  people  who  had  room  fee- 
pride  and  self-sufficiency  in  their 
lives.  They  could  find  a  place  for 
hatred  and  wrong  motives,  but  they 
had  DO  room  for  Jesus.  There  was  no 
place  for  his  word  in  them. 

How  tragic  it  is  for  any  life  that 
aeems  to  have  room  fer  everything 
else  but  Jesus.  Work,  hobbies,  social 
events,  sports,  secular  educatton,  TV, 
newqiapers,  friends  and  relatives  will 
find  a  place.  Many  of  these  are  good. 
However,  they  aren’t  good  enough  if 
they  leave  no  room  for  Jesus, 
m.  The  truth  at  a  fkial  aofiiorlty. 

Even  though  they  rejected  tt»  truth 
they  could  not  destroy  the  truth.  It  was 
impassible  to  set  themselves  above  the 
truth.  TUs  truth  stood  before  their 
confrontation  and  it  certainly  would 
stand  afterwards. 

The  important  thing  was  how  people 
responded  to  the  truth.  Jesus  told  what 
the  truth  accepted  would  do.  It  would 
set  pe^le  free.  Freedom  was  a  real 
possibility,  but  would  only  come  with  a 
right  response  to  the  truth. 

Jesus  told  what  the  truth  rejected 
would  do.  It  would  cause  one  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  davery ,  There  was  no  freedom 
from  slavery  apart  from  the  truth. 

The  same  choice  still  confronts 
every  person.  We  can  choose  Jesus 
who  is  the  truth.  The  choice  is  between 
freedom  and  slavery. 

Woolmarket 
reaches  40 

Woolmarket  Church  celebrated  its 
4Mh  anniversary  on  Nov.  15.  There 
was  special  music,  sharing  by  former 
pastors,  and  “dinner  on  the  grqunds.” 
The  theme  was  “Old  Fashioned  Day.” 
Ladies  wore  bonnets  and  long  dresses. 
Men  came  decked  in  overalls  and  at¬ 
tire  of  the  past. 

Last  year  the  church  had  more  than 
70  additions,  gave  14%  to  mission 
causes,  led  in  the  establishment  of  a 
mlaaion,  retired  the  13  year  indebted- 
nets  on  its  sanctuary  During  the  past 
toor  years  they  have  purchased  an  ad¬ 
ditional  six  acres  of  property,  seen  125 
resident  members  added  to  the 
church,  paved  the  parking  lot.  and 
added  2W  sq.  feet  of  educational 
spece  Russell  Narnn  is  pastor 


The  primacy  of  unity  in  the  church 


By  Jerry  E.  Oswalt,  pastor 
Second  Avenoe,  Lauel 
Elphesian  4:1-16 

As  the  writer  began  what  we  call  the 
practical  section  of  the  letter  to  the 
Ephesian  church,  he  used  as  his 
catch-phrase  “walk  worthily  the  cal¬ 
ling  with  which  you  have  hem  called” 
(4 : 1 ).  He  was  convinced  that  Christian 
cooduct  ought  to  match  Christian  con¬ 
fession. 

The  very  first  concern  expressed  by 
the  writer  in  regard  to  the  worthy  walk 
was  unity  in  the  church  (4:3).  This  re¬ 
flected  the  concern  of  Jesus  that  his 
disciples  be  one  (Jo.  17:21-23). 

There  are  very  few  things  that  can 
be  more  damaging  in  the  life  of  a 
church  than  loss  of  unity.  This  is  why 
ail  Christians  should  give  priority  to 
the  endeavor  of  keeping  unity  in  the 
bond  of  peace  in  their  churches  (4:3). 
The  writer  suggested  several  bases  (or 
unity  among  (Jod’s  people. 

I.  The  spiritual  bates  (or  unity  (4:24). 

The  most  essential  ingredient  ftn-  the 
permanence  of  unity  in  a  church  is  the 
spiritual  maturity  of  its  members. 
Humility,  gentleness,  patience,  for¬ 
bearance,  and  love  are  results  or  fruits 
of  spiritual  maturity  (Gal.  5:22, 23). 

Humility  or  lowliness  was  a  despised 
trait  In  the  ancient  world  until  Jesus 
and  his  followers  demonstrated  that  it 
was  a  mark  of  strength  rather  than 
weakness.  Humility  undergirds  unity 
because  it  enables  one  to  kxA  upon  and 
respect  the  views,  needs,  and  interests 
of  others  as  well  as  his  own  ( Phil.  2:3, 
4). 

Gentleness  or  meekness  is  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  a  mind  or  spirit  kept  under  due 
confrol.  It  was  a  term  used  to  describe 
an  animal  broken  and  controlled  for 
domestic  purposes.  The  ability  to  con- 
tnB  anger  is  obviously  important  to  the 
keeping  of  unity  in  a  church. 

Longsuffering  has  two  facets  of 
meaning:  ( 1 )  It  refers  to  a  person  who 
persists  in  an  endeavor  regardless  of 
the  obstacles;  (2)  It  refers  Mso  to  pati¬ 
ence  in  dealing  with  abusive  oibera.  It 
'Is  the  refusal  to  retaliate.  This  kind  of 
spirit  is  Invaluable  in  the  preservation 
of  unity  in  a  fellowship. 

Love  is  the  most  important  ot  all 
•  spiritual  virtues,  particularly  in  fiie 
Jteeping  of  unity.  Barclay's  deacrip- 
tton  of  love  explains  why  this  is  so:  “If 

«» regard  a  person  with  agape  (love) 
meaM  that  nothing  that  that  person 
can  or  will  do  wilt  make  us  seek  any¬ 


thing  but  his  highest  good.” 

II.  Die  doctrinal  bases  for  imity  (3:44) 

The  always  presoit  differences  of 

opinions  and  tastes  that  tend  to  erode 
the  unity  of  a  fellowship  are  so  insig¬ 
nificant  in  comparison  to  the  great 
doctrinal  truths  that  bind  a  feliowship 
together. 

There  is  one  body.  This  refers,  of 
course,  to  the  Body  of  Christ,  the 
church.  All  believers  see  themselves 
as  a  part  of  God’s  great  continuing 
purpose  of  reconciliation.  It  makes  no 
sense  to  divide  over  trivial  matters. 

There  is  one  Spirit.  All  Christians 
know  the  reality  of  the  presence  and 
power  of  God  in  their  lives  through  his 
Spirit  The  Spirit  gives  various  gifts  to 
various  members  of  the  body  but  all 
are  for  the  edification  of  the  body 
(4:12). 

There  is  one  hope  of  our  calling.  The 
hope  that  God  trill  coinummate  the 
great  work  of  salvation  is  a  conviction 
shared  by  all  God’s  people.  We  all . 
reach  for  the  same  prize.  (Phil.  3:14). 

There  is  one  Lord.  To  surrender  self¬ 
ish  interests  for  a  common  good  is  a 
very  practical  thing  to  do.  All  winning 
teams  know  this.  The  church  is  a  team 
of  servants  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Ctoist 

There  is  one  faith.  Conversion  ex¬ 
periences  may  differ  in  such  things  as 
external  circumstances  and  levels  of 
emotional  response  but  they  are  alike 
in  the  internal  sense  ot  cleansing, 
peace  with  God,  and  willingness  to  live 
for  Christ 

There  is  one  baptism.  Baptism  in 
water  both  logically  and  scripturally 
ftdiows  baptism  in  the  Spirit,  which 
takes  place  at  the  new  birth  (Acts 
10:47).  Christians  are  united  by  both 
baptisms. 

There  is  onu  God.  This  is  the  most 
fundamental  affirmation  of  our  faith. 
The-care  of  God  for  alt  his  people  Is 
clearly  indicated  in  the  expression 
“Fatba  of  all.”  The  control  of  God 
over  his  people  Is  pointed  out  in  the 
expression  "above  all.”  The  provi- 
doice  of  God  is  set  forth  in  the  thought 
that  he  is  “through  all,”  and  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  God  is  affirmed  in  the  state- 
ment  tha  t  he  is  “in  all .”  The  doctrine  of 
God  alone  is  enough  to  bind  his  people 
together  in  lasting  unity. 

III.  The  futctional  bases  (or  unity 
(4:7-16). 

Just  as  a  victorious  king  would  lead 
his  captives  in  a  victory  procession. 


Christ,  who  conquered  man’s  captivity 
tosin,  leads  it  captive.  But,  in  contrast 
to  the  conquering  king  receiving  gifts 
from  his  loyal  subjects,  Christ  gives 
gifts  to  his  loyal  subjects  (4:8). 

The  gifts  fiuKtioa  for  the  edifying  of 
the  church  (4:12),  which  in  turn  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  solidarity  of  the  church 
(4:U). 

He  gave  some  apostles.  This  in¬ 
cluded  not  only  thoae  who  were  per¬ 
sonally  called  and  commissioned  by 
Jesus  but  also  those  who  worked 
closely  with  them  (I  Thess.  2:6).  As 
these  passed  on  their  writings  re¬ 
placed  their  functicn  in  the  churches. 

He  gave  some  prophets.  These  itin¬ 
erant  preachers  in  the  early  church 
were  by  the  end  of  the  first  century 
looked  upon  with  considerable  cyni¬ 
cism.  The  churches  increasingly  took 
steps  to  validate  the  messages  of  the 
prophets.  The  prophetic  office  is  filled 
today  by  responsible  pastoral  preach¬ 
ing. 

He  gave  some  evangelists.  These 
were  and  are  those  who  proclaim  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Evangelism  is  not  only  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  a  few  professionals  but  also  of 
pastors,  teachers,  deacons,  and  all 
other  servants  of  (tod  (11  Tim.  4:5). 

He  gave  some  pastors  and  teachers. 
These  are  those  set  apart  by  God  to 
lend  and  nourish  the  flock.  They  care 
for  the  total  spiritual  well  being  of 
their  congregations  (I  Peter  5:2, 3). 

The  functioning  of  the  above  ^fted 
servants  in  the  church  will  result  ifi: 
(1)  the  equipping  of  the  members  of 
the  church,  enabling  them  to  minister 
for  the  growth  of  the  church  (4: 12);  (2) 
the  unity  of  the  faith  through  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Son  of  God  (4:13);  (3)doc- 
trlnal  stability  (4:14);  (4)  Christian 
and  dturch  maturity  (4:15, 16). 

With  the  spiritual  ipaturity  and  the 
doctrinal  stobllity  provided  through 
the  labors  of  its  gifted  leaders,  a 
church  will  have  the  cohesivoiess  it 
will  need  to  withstand  the  pressures 
that  would  destroy  its  unity. 

Monrovia,  Calif.  (EP)~Eieanor 
SdtiHi.  a  medical  missionary  to  the 
Middle  East  for  30  years,  ton  been 
named  as  recipient  of  the  second  an¬ 
nual  Robert  W.  Pierce  Award  for  the 
diristtan  Service.  The  award  is  given 
by  World  Vision  International  .  She  di¬ 
rects  the  “Hospital  of  Light”  in  Jor¬ 
dan. 


